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Representative Lemar, Senator Maroney, Representative Rutigliano, Senator Cicarella,
and members of the General Law Committee. Our names are Kate Dias and Joslyn 
DeLancey, and we are President and Vice President of the Connecticut Education 
Association (CEA) respectively, which represents educators in over 150 school districts 
across the state.

We are in support of SB 105 An Act Eliminating Various Occupational and Professional 
License, Permit, Certification and Registration Fees.

In the face of a chronic teacher shortage, it is imperative that we as a state explore all 
possible means for attracting new candidates and retaining current teachers in the 
teaching profession. Moreover, with the sustained rise in costs related to food, housing,
and utilities, many veteran teachers struggle to overcome inflation.  The fee for a 
Professional Educator Certificate is $375. For those living paycheck-to-paycheck, such 
a substantial fee can make or break one’s ability to continue as a certified teacher.  This 
is especially true given that Initial Certificates expire, requiring holders to obtain the 
Professional Certificate in order to continue being employed.   This can impact teacher 
retention as undue financial burdens, such as licensing fees, make the profession less 
attractive.



We reiterate our support for SB 105.  We thank Senator Harding for proposing this relief 
and the committee for bringing it forward.  


