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SPONSORS OF BILL
General Law Committee per request of Sen. Jason Perillo
REASONS FOR BILL

Sen. Perillo brought this proposal to the committee with the intent of allowing additional
municipalities to open tobacco bars that can serve alcoholic beverages. Existing law allows
for one café permit for a tobacco bar in each municipality with at least 80,000 residents. This
legislation would lower the threshold to 40,000 residents.

SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE

The substitute language (LCO 2919) responds to concerns raised in testimony that the
legislation would allow and/or encourage new tobacco bars to open. The substitute specifies
that only establishments that began operating between January 1, 2003 and December 31,
2025 would be eligible to obtain a café liquor permit. New establishments would not be
eligible.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY

Department of Public Health (DPH)--Manisha Juthani, MD, Commissioner—-DPH provided
written testimony in opposition to SB 228. Commissioner Juthani opposes the bill, arguing
that it will roll back the “tremendous progress” Connecticut has made in reducing smoking
and tobacco use. She writes that after the passage of Connecticut’s Clean Indoor Air Act and
the implementation of its ban on smoking in restaurants and bars, adult tobacco use in
Connecticut has been cut in half. She notes that tobacco use costs the state $2.6 billion per
year in healthcare costs, as it is well established that smoking and tobacco use have a wide
range of negative health effects. Commissioner Juthani states that there is no safe level of
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exposure to secondhand smoke, and she adds that smoke-free environments prevent the
initiation of tobacco use and support those who are trying to quit.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT

Senator Jason Perillo-Senator Perillo spoke in support of SB 228 at its public hearing. He
argued that the original bill allowing for tobacco lounges with alcohol service is overly
restrictive, as only two new such establishments have opened since the original law passed.
Sen. Perillo stated that by altering the population requirements, the legislation would make 17
additional towns eligible. He testified that many existing establishments have informal “bring
your own beverage” arrangements and that allowing them to become licensed would improve
public safety.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION

American Lung Association in Connecticut—Ruth Canovi, MPH, Director, Advocacy—
Canovi submitted written testimony in opposition to SB 228, writing that the bill would
undermine the goals of Connecticut’s Clean Indoor Air Law by expanding exemptions. Her
testimony expresses concern with the negative impacts of tobacco use on public health in the
state, citing estimates from Tobacco-Free Kids that use of the product costs the state more
than $2 billion per year in health care costs, including $559.9 million annually in Medicaid
spending. Canovi argues that the risks of exposure to secondhand smoke are well
documented, and the only way to protect residents is to fully eliminate smoking in indoor
public spaces. She characterizes the bill as being part of a “renewed effort to get tobacco
bars back all over the country” and urges the committee to oppose the bill.

Western Connecticut Coalition (WCTC)-Kathy Hanley, Behavioral Health Program
Manager, Underage Nicotine Prevention—-WCTC offered written testimony in opposition to
SB 228. Hanley argues that the bill rolls back the progress Connecticut has made with
respect to improving public health outcomes. She notes that following the U.S. Surgeon
General’s 1964 report on the health risks of smoking, organizations across the country
engaged in “comprehensive and successful evidence-based interventions” to reduce nicotine
use. Although Hanley states that progress has been made, she argues that additional work
needs to be done to protect Connecticut residents from the negative health impacts of
tobacco and nicotine. She requests that the committee oppose the bill because it would undo
the progress made over the past 60 years.

American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN)-Bryte Johnson,
Connecticut Government Relations Director—ACS CAN provided written and spoken
testimony in strong opposition to SB 228. Johnson cites multiple sources documenting the
risks of both smoking and exposure to secondhand smoke. ACS CAN argues that the state’s
smoke free law has had a positive impact on public health in Connecticut; they contend that
the bill would roll back that progress by exposing residents to tobacco use and secondhand
smoke. Although they acknowledge that customers can choose where to spend their time,
employees may not have that choice, writing, “No one should ever have to choose between
their health and their paycheck.” According to ACS CAN, the bill “sends a terrible message”
and the committee should oppose SB 228.
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Alexandra Torres Muiioz, Coalition for a Better Wallingford—Muroz provided written
testimony in opposition to SB 228, drawing upon her experience as a Wallingford resident
and public health professional. She states that her understanding of the bill is that it would
allow more tobacco bars to open in Connecticut, and she characterizes that outcome as
“reprehensible” and “a monumental setback for the health of our state.” She urges legislators
to act in accordance with the science and research demonstrating the negative health
impacts of tobacco use and secondhand smoke, and her testimony highlights selected
research to that effect. Mufioz emphasizes the importance of smoking prevention and asks
the committee to oppose the bill.

American Heart Association (AHA)-Jim Williams, Connecticut Government Relations
Director—-AHA presented written and spoken testimony in opposition to SB 228. The written
testimony argues that the bill would allow for new tobacco bars to be established and existing
ones to change location, and that such changes would reverse the legislature’s commitment
to protecting the health of Connecticut residents. In his written testimony, Williams provides a
detailed overview of the evidence that smoking and secondhand smoke present a public
health risk to individuals in our state. The remainder of the testimony appears to reference
bills from a prior session.

Reported by: Betsy Francolino Date: March 18, 2026
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