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Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:
The Committee on Children
REASONS FOR BILL:

This bill seeks to require agencies that administer programs to children and families to report
the costs associated with the programs to better inform the legislature in light of recently
published data for Connecticut’s Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed (ALICE)
households. Recent reporting from United Way Connecticut reveals that an increasing
number of households in Connecticut, about 40%, cannot afford many necessities. The
United Way report specifically lists childcare as one of the largest components of families’
budgets. Connecticut’s social safety net investments in these areas have not kept pace with
inflation, and the bill attempts to gather more information on the costs of those safety nets to
inform any future funding changes.

SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE (IF APPLICABLE):
There is no substitute language.
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

Department of Social Services (DSS), Commissioner Andrea Barton Reeves:

The Department of Social Services opposes the bill, as additional reporting needs would
necessitate the need for more staff. The agency highlights how they lack the necessary
staffing resources and notes how DSS programs historically serve children and families
earning incomes comparable to the federal poverty level. This sheds light on ongoing agency
activity and policies, from those adopted in recent years to those already in progress.


https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2026&bill_num=SB-154
https://www.cga.ct.gov/aspx/CGADisplayTestimonies/CGADisplayTestimony.aspx?bill=SB-154&doc_year=2026

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

United Way of Connecticut, Director of Advocacy Daniel Fitzmaurice: Mr. Fitzmaurice
supports this bill and its attempt to address affordability in CT. He cites recently published
ALICE data along with the stagnation of wages in the environment of inflation. Additionally,
he notes the difficulty that many families face when they earn too much to qualify for social
safety nets, but do not make enough to afford stable access to necessities. Addressing
issues with the cost of living allows for greater economic mobility for children, and ignoring
them will lead to negative impacts on their long-term health, education, and employment.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

Sarah Dzialo: Ms. Dzialo testifies in opposition to SB 154, considering it a catalyst for
deepening the state’s involvement in planning and managing social programs.

The Alliance Voice of Community Nonprofits, Public Policy and Advocacy Associate
Emmeline Franklin: Ms. Franklin shares the concern that the bill would place additional data
collection and reporting requirements on the state’s nonprofit providers. Instead, she
suggests deferring to the substantial amount of data the state already collects from its
community nonprofits.
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