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SPONSORS OF BILL:  
 
Judiciary Committee 
 
REASONS FOR BILL:  
 
In alignment with the General Assembly’s ongoing commitment to prioritizing child safety, this 
bill seeks to explicitly include school grounds and school buildings into our criminal trespass 
statute and to empower school officials by providing them with the legal authority to order 
unauthorized trespassers to vacate school grounds. By implementing the proposed language, 
this bill ensures that our schools remain safe and continue to be sanctuaries for learning.  
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY: 
 
None expressed. 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT: 
 
Scott Schoonmaker, Superintendent, North Branford Public School: Mr. Schoonmaker 
testified in support of the bill. He stated that the bill is needed for three vital reasons: (1) the 
elimination of legal ambiguity; (2) empowering school officials; and (3) comprehensive 
coverage. Additionally, he stated that the bill does not target those with a legitimate reason to 
be on school grounds, rather it provides a clear deterrent and a tool to ensure the safter of 
the children in our communities. 
 
Three Chiefs of Police provided testimony in support of the bill. They all testified to the 
importance of keeping schools safe through preventing unauthorized individuals from 
entering school grounds. As a result, they stated that the bill provides clearer authority and 
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stronger tools for law enforcement and school officials to address trespassing on school 
grounds. 

- Brian Wright, Chief of Police, New London Police Department 
- James Lovelace, Chief of Police, North Branford Police Department 
- Matthew Carl, Chief of Police, East Windsor Police Department  

 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION: 
 
Karen Jackson: Ms. Jackson testified in opposition to the bill. She stated that the bill 
amplifies simple trespass, which already infringes the Connecticut Constitution, to illegal 
search and seizures in a public building and allows school officials to arbitrarily make 
decisions as to trespass without concern for certain facts and without a court order. 
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