Government Oversight Committee

JOINT FAVORABLE REPORT

Bill No: HB-5475/ Bill Status / Public Hearing Testimony

AN ACT CONCERNING OVERSIGHT OF PERMITTING PROCESSES OF THE
Title: DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION.

Vote Date: 3/17/2026
Vote Action: Joint Favorable Substitute Change of Reference to Environment
PH Date: 3/10/2026
File No.:

Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:
GOS
REASONS FOR BILL:

HB 5475 requires the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) to
evaluate and report on ways to improve and streamline permitting processes, including for
general permits by exploring tools such as Al-assisted application review, identifying
opportunities for third-party permitting, and assessing expedited review options with higher
fees. It also directs DEEP to examine improvements for individual permits, particularly those
related to solid waste, power generation technologies, and coastal land management by
considering automation tools, cost and timeline reductions, and similar expedited service
options. Additionally, the bill requires an assessment of automating and potentially reducing
fees for permit renewals when no changes are involved, with DEEP mandated to submit its
findings and any recommended statutory changes to the Environment and Government
Oversight Committees by January 1, 2027.

SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE:
Takes out the third-party references.
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

Katie S. Dykes, Commissioner, Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental
Protection: Commissioner Dykes on behalf of DEEP opposes this bill out of concern that
bringing in private third parties to the department to perform environmental permit application
review would create risk of error, and would further delay and compromise consistency in the
review of applications and disposition of permits.



https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2026&bill_num=HB-5475
https://www.cga.ct.gov/aspx/CGADisplayTestimonies/CGADisplayTestimony.aspx?bill=HB-5475&doc_year=2026
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2026/gosdata/TMY/2026HB-05475-R000310-Dykes,%20Katie,%20Commissioner-DEEP-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2026/gosdata/TMY/2026HB-05475-R000310-Dykes,%20Katie,%20Commissioner-DEEP-Opposes-TMY.PDF

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Peter Myers, Senior Policy Director, Connecticut Business and Industry Association:
Mr. Myers on behalf of CBIA supports this bill and its focus on exploring expedited permitting
pathways, the bill’s directive to examine third-party permitting, and its emphasis on the use of
automation and modern tools to streamline permit processing and reduce unnecessary
delays.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

John DiSette, President, A & R Employees Union:

Mr. DiSette opposes this bill because of his concerns of the privatization of public services
and the pursuit of artificial intelligence to replace human review in the DEEP permit process.
Mr. DiSette believes this bill will cause the over reliance on artificial intelligence to replace
human jobs in regard to the reviewing process of the DEEP permit process and will reduce
service quality.

Ed Hawthorne, President, Connecticut American Federation of Labor and Congress of
Industrial Organizations:

Mr. Hawthorne opposes this bill and believes that outsourcing decisions risks weakening the
protections that Connecticut residents expect and raises significant concerns about conflicts
of interest and accountability. He suggests that the committee strengthens the capacity of
the public agency responsible for protecting Connecticut’s environment instead of privatizing
public oversight.

Gabriel Slaughter, Save the Sound:

Save the Sound opposes Subsection 1(c) of this bill for proposing to automate permit
renewals. This organization believes that using Al tools such as LLMs to make permitting
decisions would contravene fundamental principles of Connecticut’s administrative and
environmental law and would likely be illegal in many circumstances.
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