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Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:
Planning and Development Committee
REASONS FOR BILL:

HB 5390 clarifies that regional COGs may use two hundred thousand dollars allocated from
the Regional Planning Incentive Account to support a regional stormwater management
coordinator position and/or a regional municipal solid waste and recycling coordinator
position.

This bill incorporates a phrasing change to allow funding to go toward either position or both
positions based on regional needs and priorities as determined by regional COGs. The
purpose is to correct an error from November 2025’s Special Session Public Act 25-1, which
allows for misperception that the funds may only be used for one or the other.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:
None expressed.
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

South Central Regional Council of Governments, Executive Director, Laura Francis
expresses support for HB 5390 as she believes it makes important clarifications to state law
that confirm regional entities can effectively address multiple, interrelated planning and
infrastructure priorities simultaneously. She believes this change will strengthen federally
mandated resilience initiatives, help to meet evolving regulatory requirements, promote cost
efficiencies, and enhance long-range planning coordination across municipal boundaries.


https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2026&bill_num=HB-5390
https://www.cga.ct.gov/aspx/CGADisplayTestimonies/CGADisplayTestimony.aspx?bill=HB-5390&doc_year=2026

Lower Connecticut River Valley Council of Governments, Executive Director, Samuel
S. Gold strongly supports HB 5390 as he believes it would more effectively allow COGs to
address both solid waste crisis and flooding risk faced by municipalities. He notes that not all
regions are equally impacted by solid waste and should be able to focus efforts on flooding
and stormwater mitigation if required.

Capitol Region Council of Governments, Executive Director, Matthew W. Hart
expresses strong support for HB 5390, because as he notes, the current wording of the Act
only allows funding use for one of the stated purposes in a given fiscal year. With the support
of HB 5390, he believes that CRCOG will be able to advance its plans for the first regional
stormwater utility entity in the state. Additionally, they will be able to manage their waste
management and recycling priorities.

State of Connecticut House of Representatives, House Majority Leader, Jason Rojas
expresses strong support for HB 5390 because, as he states, it corrects errors in wording,
which will allow regional COGs to use the two hundred thousand dollars for both stormwater
and flood mitigation management and/or solid waste and recycling management.

Western Connecticut Council of Governments, Executive Director, Francis R. Pickering
expresses strong support for HB 5390 because, as he believes, the original phrasing allows
for misinterpretation of the choice between stormwater/flooding mitigation OR waste/recycling
coordination, which was not originally intended. He clarifies that HB 5390 does not increase
funding or authority for regional COGs but will support them in increasing
floodwater/stormwater challenges and with the strain on CT’s solid waste system.
Additionally, he notes it will show a high return on investment without additional costs.

Northwest Hills Council of Government, Executive Director, Robert A. Phillips supports
HB 5390 because, as he notes, it ensures that regional COGs may receive funding for both a
regional stormwater management and flood mitigation coordinator and a regional municipal
solid waste and recycling coordinator, supporting municipality needs at their discretion. As he
describes, many municipalities lack necessary the staff and capacity for town initiatives. He
believes that HB 5390 will strengthen capacity, flexibility for regional COGs and the ability of
the Regional Planning Incentive Account to support members of municipalities.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:
None expressed.
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