
Committee on Children  

JOINT FAVORABLE REPORT 
 
 

Bill No: HB-5270 / Bill Status / Public Hearing Testimony 

Title: 
AN ACT EXTENDING FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE POSTSECONDARY 
EDUCATION EXPENSES OF FOSTER YOUTH. 

Vote Date: 3/3/2026 

Vote Action: Joint Favorable Substitute Change of Reference to Appropriations 

PH Date: 2/24/2026 

File No.:   
 
Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the 
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and 
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber 
thereof for any purpose. 
 
 
SPONSORS OF BILL:  
 
The Committee on Children  
 
REASONS FOR BILL:  
 
This bill requires the Department of Children and Families to continue to provide financial aid 
for the postsecondary education expenses for foster youth until such youth reaches 28 years 
of age. Those aging out of the foster care system often experience instability in the areas of 
housing, education, and employment, which can impede and delay their ability to attend 
postsecondary education. By extending the period for obtaining financial aid, this bill seeks to 
facilitate the educational and employment attainment of foster youth.  
 
SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE (IF APPLICABLE):  
 
LCO 2271: This makes a technical change to correct the effective date of the bill from July 1, 
2025, which was the effective date for the version of this bill from the 2025 legislative 
session, to July 1, 2026. 
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:  
 
Office of Chief Public Defender, Director of Delinquency Defense and Child Protection 
Renee Cimino: The Office of the Public Defender supports this bill, as it would codify the 
existing DCF policy that permits certain youth to receive financial assistance. It also extends 
the age of eligibility to receive such financial assistance, which safeguards access to 
academic success for vulnerable youth. Students often do not graduate on time, especially 
considering the underlying socioeconomic barriers. 
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The Department of Children and Families, Interim Commissioner Susan Hamilton: The 
Department opposes the bill and offers general comments, mentioning existing state statutes 
and DCF policy where youth may continue to receive support until they are 21 years of age 
as a Services Post Majority (SPM) youth. Hamilton adds that policies do allow for an 
extension of postsecondary financial assistance for young adults up to the student’s 24th 
birthday, so long as they meet an extenuating circumstance that is pre-approved by the 
Commissioner. Existing policy provides for financial assistance already, and the department 
isn’t financially equipped to hire additional staff currently. 
 
Office of the Child Advocate, Acting Child Advocate Christina Ghio: Ms. Ghio supports 
the bill, considering that youth in DCF often experience unplanned troubles and complications 
that interrupt their school schedules. Education and graduation rates tend to hang in the 
balance with extra classes and potential relocations at home. Allowing access to college 
funds until the age of 28 increases the likelihood of a brighter future: a college degree, 
increased employment likelihood, and more earning potential. 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:  
 
Connecticut Voices for Children, Research & Policy Director Dr. Emily Knox, Ph.D.: Dr. 
Knox testifies that youth with foster care experience face well-documented, systemic 
barriers to postsecondary education. Research shows that those who experienced foster care 
graduate high school and college at lower rates than their peers. Additionally, research finds 
that a majority of foster youth aspire to attend college, but due to destabilizing factors such as 
trauma, housing disruptions, and financial insecurity, they are unable to attend. Youth 
formerly in foster care also face significant financial and employment challenges while 
pursuing higher education. Dr. Knox argues that requiring young adults who have 
experienced placement disruption, school changes, and housing instability to complete a 
credential by age 23 sets an unrealistic benchmark. Extending eligibility to age 26 and 
completion to age 28 aligns policy with educational reality. 
 
Institute for Municipal & Regional Policy, Children with Incarcerated Parents Initiative, 
Policy and Research Associate Kate Mazzotta: The Institute supports this bill and 
highlights the data surrounding foster youth in Connecticut. She states that, “In 2021, 215 
(96%) foster youth aged 17, transitioning out of the foster care system, did not graduate from 
high school, have a GED, or any type of postsecondary education.” Additionally, children in 
the foster care system are more likely to be at an increased risk for symptoms associated 
with trauma exposure. The impacts of the instability that they face can significantly 
complicate educational attainment. Extending the age for financial assistance from 23 to 28 
grants more opportunity to children who have been impacted by the carceral and child 
welfare systems. 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:  
 
Linda Dalessio: Ms. Dalessio opposes the bill, arguing that taxpayers do not want to fund 
education for adults coming out of the foster care system. She expresses frustration with the 
existing burden on taxpayers. 
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