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Opposes

Testimony:

As the founder of the Children's Hospital Los Angeles Safe Surrender Clinic, this is an important issue to
me. | am supportive of Safe Haven laws, as they provide a safe and legal means of last resort for
perinatal women who do not feel they can care for their baby, As someone who studies policy on this
topic, I am not aware of any evidence that shows that a 'Baby Box' or other exterior hatch adds any
added benefit to the current system in which a mother engages in a warm handoff of a child to a medical
provider or EMT. The benefits of the warm handoff approach are many, allowing the receiving provider
to offer supports to the mother, provide counsel regarding her options, and gather background medical
information and family histories. The Baby Box approach needlessly raises the risk of a child being
unattended or overlooked if the system fails in some way. It also prevents any scrutiny of the
circumstances of the surrender, in cases in which the mother may be coerced into relinquishing her baby.
I have not research suggesting that more babies are saved when hatches are used as an additional option.
In my state of California, we have dramatically lowered infant abandonment rates and we do not utilize
baby boxes in any way, instead relying on public awareness campaigns.
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/ocap/safely-surrendered-baby/data



