
 

February 27, 2025 

Good morning, Senator Hartley, Representative Meskers, Senator 
Rahman, Representative Keitt and members of the Commerce 
Committee. 

My name is Rufus de Rham the Interim Executive Director of Connecticut 
Arts Alliance, and I am here to offer some general comments on HB 6881 
today.  

I also want to thank Senator Hartley for her comments at yesterday’s 
DECD meeting in support of our sector. It heartens me to see the 
increased legislative support and understanding of the importance of our 
sector this session, and I know many of you on this committee have a 
connection to our arts, culture, and tourism organizations in the regions 
you represent.  

Connecticut Arts Alliance stands ready to help provide you with data and 
information about the creative sector in Connecticut. Through our 
partnerships with DECD Office of the Arts and CT Humanities, as well as 
our relationship with DECD Office of Tourism and the CT Tourism Coalition 
we know that our sector has produced numerous studies and data points 
that have been shared with the legislature. 

We have Bureau of Economic Analysis data that shows the entire creative 
sector drives $12.7 billion into Connecticut’s economy, representing about 
4% of our GDP and employing 54,000 people. This is from their most 
recent report and uses 2022 numbers.  

We have data from American’s for the Arts’ Art and Economic Prosperity 
study showing the arts and culture non-profits in our state produces $348 
million in revenue for local businesses, generates over $600 million a year 
in organizational expenditures, and brings more than 10 million people to 
our downtowns.  

We have data through the Office of the Arts and CT Humanities on the 
about 750 organizations that received vital funding through the Cultural 
Fund that existed during COVID, a partnership that expanded arts funding 
into more towns and more organizations across Connecticut than ever 
before in our state. In fact for one brief shining moment we were number 
one in arts and culture funding per capita in the US, now we are back to 
pre-COVID numbers which haven’t even matched the highs of 2001, 2002 
and 2008. Our data shows that our cultural funding per capita lags behind 
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most of our neighboring states, and this is also reflected in the decrease in 
tourism funding as well. 

We are partnered at a regional level with New England Foundation for the 
Arts, and at a national level I have regular meetings with my fellow state 
advocacy agencies through both Americans for the Arts and National 
Association of State Arts Agencies. We have a lot of data and studies to 
share depending on what you are looking for. We have reports and data 
about the intersection of arts and healthcare, housing, food and 
transportation. We have reports and studies about the accelerating effects 
of the arts on Community and Economic Development, and proven toolkits 
that can help push our communities forward and build diverse, vibrant and 
healthy downtowns.  

Our sector is vibrant and diverse, and provides community cohesion, 
direct and immediate economic return on investment, and the soft skills of 
creativity and innovation that employers are looking for in a modern 
workforce. Connecticut is and always has been a maker state. We have 
some of the oldest art organizations in the country, some of the best 
museums, performing arts centers, and galleries. And the evidence of our 
creative history is available to see in museums across this country. I was 
just in Chattanooga, TN and one of the oldest tow trucks in the 
International Towing and Recovery Museum was built right here in 
Bridgeport. 

We look forward to working together with you to make Connecticut an 
exemplar for other states to look up to as a vibrant and creative place to 
live, work, and play. We’re already the pizza and basketball capital of the 
US, let's make Connecticut the creative capital too.  

Sincerely yours, 

Rufus de Rham 
Interim Executive Director 
Connecticut Arts Alliance
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