CTARTS ALLIANCE

February 25, 2025

Good evening esteemed members of the Appropriations Committee,

My name is Rufus de Rham the Interim Executive Director of Connecticut
Arts Alliance, thank you for the opportunity to testify on HB 6864 tonight. |
am here to testify in opposition to the portion of the Governor’s budget
which reduces funding for 29 arts and culture organizations and eliminates
the funding of 8 others in the Various Grant line. This represents a
significant cut to a sector that is already underfunded when compared to
our neighboring states, and would have a devastating effect on the arts
and cultural programs that make our communities vibrant places to live
work and play.

Thank you Senator Osten, Senator Hartley and Representative Walker for
your comments at this morning’s DECD meeting in support of our sector. It
heartens me to see the increased legislative support and understanding of
the importance of our sector.

CT Arts Alliance is opposed to any funding cuts for arts and culture. Not
only are we an economic driver with a clear return on investment, we are
also the heart of most of our downtowns and the history of Connecticut
has always been one of arts, culture and creativity. The rich arts and
culture of this state are what drove me to come back to Connecticut after
more than a decade living in New York and why my friends lament that we
never visit them in the city anymore because we’re too busy going to the
wonderful museums, galleries, and theaters that populate our state.

The entire creative sector drives $12 billion into Connecticut’'s economy,
employs 54,000 people and represents 4% of our GDP. The non-profit
portion alone produces $348 million in revenue for local businesses,
generates over $600 million a year in organizational expenditures, and
brings more than 10 million people to our downtowns.

This sector is also the place where we can help bridge the division that is
so rampant in our society right now, it puts neighbor next to neighbor, and
stranger next to stranger, in a shared experience that generates joy, awe,
and connection. These powerful emotions force us to see the humanity in
each other, grapple with the human experience, and explore our shared
history. The creative sector accelerates not only the economy, but our
health, workforce, civic engagement, and innovation.
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That is why we are working with our colleagues at Connecticut Humanities
and Connecticut Tourism Coalition to advocate for not just a restoration of
the funding that was cut, but an increase of funding to this sector. |
understand the budget constraints that you must grapple with, but this
sector is a proven way to generate economic activity and development in
our towns. We have seen through our partners at DECD in the Office of
the Arts and the Office of Tourism, and the Cultural Fund that was a
partnership between the Office of the Arts and CT Humanities, what an
investment in our sector can do. It allowed more organizations and more
voices to do their work in our towns and cities, and for a brief shining
moment Connecticut was actually number one in the nation for cultural
funding per capita.

With your help we can get there again. Right now we are proposing
restoring the line item funding, and putting $5 million into the arts, $5
million into culture, and $12 million to tourism. This represents only an
additional $15.7 million investment, but will have an immediate and
widespread impact on our state.

We look forward to working together with you to make Connecticut an
exemplar for other states to look up to. We're already the pizza and

basketball capital of the US, let's make Connecticut the creative capital
too.

Sincerely yours,

e

Rufus de Rham
Interim Executive Director

Connecticut Arts Alliance
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