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AN ACT CONCERNING CHANGES TO THE CITIZENS' ELECTION
PROGRAM.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

Section 1. Subdivision (25) of section 9-601 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(25) "Organization expenditure" means an expenditure by a party
committee, legislative caucus committee or legislative leadership

committee for the benefit of a candidate or candidate committee for:

(A) The preparation, display or mailing or other distribution of a
party candidate listing. As used in this subparagraph, "party candidate
listing" means any communication that meets the following criteria: (i)
The communication lists the name or names of candidates for election
to public office, (ii) the communication is distributed through public
advertising such as broadcast stations, cable television, newspapers or
similar media, or through direct mail, telephone, electronic mail,
publicly accessible sites on the Internet or personal delivery, and (iii) the
communication is made to promote the success or defeat of any
candidate or slate of candidates seeking the nomination for election, or
election or for the purpose of aiding or promoting the success or defeat
of any referendum question or the success or defeat of any political
party, provided such communication is not a solicitation for or on behalf
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Substitute Bill No. 1533

of a candidate committee;

(B) A document in printed or electronic form, including a party
platform, an electronic page providing merchant account services to be
used by a candidate for the collection of on-line contributions, a copy of
an issue paper, information pertaining to the requirements of this title,
a list of registered voters and voter identification information, which
document is created or maintained by a party committee, legislative
caucus committee or legislative leadership committee for the general
purposes of party or caucus building and is provided (i) to a candidate
who is a member of the party that has established such party committee,
or (ii) to a candidate who is a member of the party of the caucus or leader
who has established such legislative caucus committee or legislative

leadership committee, whichever is applicable;

(C) A campaign event at which (i) campaign materials are present
and food or beverage may be provided, but at which no contribution

shall be received, solicited or bundled, or (ii) a candidate or candidates

are present; or

(D) The retention of the services of an advisor or individual to

provide assistance relating to a candidate's campaign.

Sec. 2. Subsections (b) and (c) of section 9-704 of the general statutes
are repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July
1, 2025):

(b) (1) (A) For elections for the office of Governor or Lieutenant

Governor held in 2026, the aggregate contribution amounts in

subdivision (1) or (2) of subsection (a) of this section, as applicable, shall

be adjusted by the State Elections Enforcement Commission not later

than July 3, 2025, in accordance with any change in the consumer price

index for all urban consumers as published by the United States

Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, during the period

beginning on January 1, 2017, and ending on December 31, 2024.

[(b) (1)] (B) For elections for the office of Governor or Lieutenant
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Governor held in [2022] 2030, and thereafter, the aggregate contribution

amounts in subdivision (1) or (2) [, as applicable,] of subsection (a) of

this section, as applicable, shall be adjusted by the State Elections
Enforcement Commission not later than January 15, [2022] 2029, and
quadrennially thereafter, in accordance with any change in the
consumer price index for all urban consumers as published by the
United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, during
the period beginning on January 1, 2017, and ending on December
thirty-first in the year preceding the year in which said adjustment is to
be made.

(2) (A) For elections for the office of Attorney General, State
Comptroller, State Treasurer or Secretary of the State held in 2026, the

aggregate contribution amounts in subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of

this section shall be adjusted by the State Elections Enforcement

Commission not later than July 3, 2025, in accordance with any change

in the consumer price index for all urban consumers as published by the

United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, during

the period beginning on January 1, 2017, and ending on December 31,
2024.

[(2)] (B) For elections for the office of Attorney General, State
Comptroller, State Treasurer or Secretary of the State held in [2018] 2030,
and thereafter, the aggregate contribution amounts in subdivision (2) of
subsection (a) of this section shall be adjusted by the State Elections
Enforcement Commission not later than January 15, [2018] 2029, and
quadrennially thereafter, in accordance with any change in the
consumer price index for all urban consumers as published by the
United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, during
the period beginning on January 1, 2017, and ending on December
thirty-first in the year preceding the year in which said adjustment is to
be made.

(3) (A) [Except as provided in subparagraph (B) of this subdivision,
for] For elections for the office of state senator or state representative
held in [2018, and thereafter] 2026, the aggregate contribution amounts
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in subdivision (3) or (4) [, as applicable,] of subsection (a) of this section,

as applicable, shall be adjusted by the State Elections Enforcement

Commission not later than [January 15, 2018, and biennially thereafter]
July 3, 2025, in accordance with any change in the consumer price index
for all urban consumers as published by the United States Department
of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, during the period beginning on
January 1, 2017, and ending on [December thirty-first in the year
preceding the year in which said adjustment is to be made] December
31, 2024.

(B) For elections for the office of state senator or state representative

held in [2024] 2028, and thereafter, the aggregate contribution amounts

in subdivision (3) or (4) [, as applicable,] of subsection (a) of this section,

as applicable, shall be adjusted by the State Elections Enforcement

Commission not later than January 15, [2024] 2027, and biennially

thereafter, in accordance with any change in the consumer price index
for all urban consumers as published by the United States Department
of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, during the period beginning on
January 1, 2017, and ending on December [31, 2021] thirty-first in the

year preceding the year in which said adjustment is to be made.

(c) (1) (A) For elections for the office of Governor, Lieutenant

Governor, Attorney General, State Comptroller, State Treasurer or
Secretary of the State held in 2026, the two-hundred-fifty-dollar

maximum individual contribution amount in subdivision (1) or (2) of

subsection (a) of this section, as applicable, shall be adjusted by the State

Elections Enforcement Commission not later than July 3, 2025, in

accordance with any change in the consumer price index for all urban

consumers as published by the United States Department of Labor,

Bureau of Labor Statistics, during the period beginning on January 1,
2017, and ending on December 31, 2024.

[(c) (1)] (B) For elections for the office of Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, Attorney General, State Comptroller, State Treasurer or
Secretary of the State held in [2022] 2030, and thereafter, the two-

hundred-fifty-dollar maximum individual contribution amount in
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subdivision (1) or (2) [, as applicable,] of subsection (a) of this section, as
applicable, shall be adjusted by the State Elections Enforcement
Commission not later than January 15, [2022] 2029, and quadrennially
thereafter, in accordance with any change in the consumer price index
for all urban consumers as published by the United States Department
of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, during the period beginning on
January 1, 2017, and ending on December thirty-first in the year

preceding the year in which said adjustment is to be made.

(2) (A) For elections for the office of state senator or state

representative held in 2026, the two-hundred-fifty-dollar maximum

individual contribution amount in subdivision (3) or (4) of subsection

(a) of this section, as applicable, shall be adjusted by the State Elections

Enforcement Commission not later than July 3, 2025, in accordance with

any change in the consumer price index for all urban consumers as
published by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor
Statistics, during the period beginning on January 1, 2017, and ending
on December 31, 2024.

[(2)] (B) For elections for the office of state senator or state
representative held in [2020] 2028, and thereafter, the two-hundred-
tifty-dollar maximum individual contribution amount in subdivision (3)

or (4) [, as applicable,] of subsection (a) of this section, as applicable,

shall be adjusted by the State Elections Enforcement Commission not
later than January 15, [2020] 2027, and biennially thereafter, in
accordance with any change in the consumer price index for all urban
consumers as published by the United States Department of Labor,
Bureau of Labor Statistics, during the period beginning on January 1,
2017, and ending on December thirty-first in the year preceding the year

in which said adjustment is to be made.

Sec. 3. Subsection (a) of section 9-706 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective January
1, 2028):

(@) (1) (A) A participating major party candidate for nomination to

LCO 50f 11



149
150
151
152
153
154
155

156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179

180
181
182

Substitute Bill No. 1533

the office of Governor in [2026] 2030, or thereafter, may apply to the
State Elections Enforcement Commission for a grant from the fund
under the Citizens' Election Program for a convention campaign,

beginning in January of the vear preceding the election for said office

and after such candidate files the affidavit under section 9-703 certifying
such candidate's intent to abide by the expenditure limits under said

program.

(B) A participating candidate for nomination to the office of state
senator or state representative in 2008, or thereafter, or the office of
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, State Comptroller,
Secretary of the State or State Treasurer in 2010, or thereafter, may apply
to the State Elections Enforcement Commission for a grant from the
fund under the Citizens' Election Program for a primary campaign, after
the close of the state convention of the candidate's party that is called
for the purpose of choosing candidates for nomination for the office that
the candidate is seeking, if a primary is required under chapter 153, and
(i) said party endorses the candidate for the office that the candidate is
seeking, (ii) the candidate is seeking nomination to the office of
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, State Comptroller,
State Treasurer or Secretary of the State or the district office of state
senator or state representative and receives at least fifteen per cent of the
votes of the convention delegates present and voting on any roll-call
vote taken on the endorsement or proposed endorsement of a candidate
for the office the candidate is seeking, or (iii) the candidate circulates a
petition and obtains the required number of signatures for filing a
candidacy for nomination for (I) the office of Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, Attorney General, State Comptroller, State Treasurer or
Secretary of the State or the district office of state senator or state
representative, pursuant to section 9-400, or (II) the municipal office of
state senator or state representative, pursuant to section 9-406,

whichever is applicable.

(C) The State Elections Enforcement Commission shall make any
such grants to participating candidates in accordance with the

provisions of subsections (d) to (g), inclusive, of this section.
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(2) A participating candidate for nomination to the office of state
senator or state representative in 2008, or thereafter, or the office of
Governor, Attorney General, State Comptroller, Secretary of the State or
State Treasurer in 2010, or thereafter, may apply to the State Elections
Enforcement Commission for a grant from the fund under the Citizens'

Election Program for a general election campaign:

(A) After the close of the state or district convention or municipal
caucus, convention or town committee meeting, whichever is
applicable, of the candidate's party that is called for the purpose of
choosing candidates for nomination for the office that the candidate is
seeking, if (i) said party endorses said candidate for the office that the
candidate is seeking and no other candidate of said party files a
candidacy with the Secretary of the State in accordance with the
provisions of section 9-400 or 9-406, whichever is applicable, (ii) the
candidate is seeking election to the office of Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, Attorney General, State Comptroller, State Treasurer or
Secretary of the State or the district office of state senator or state
representative and receives at least fifteen per cent of the votes of the
convention delegates present and voting on any roll-call vote taken on
the endorsement or proposed endorsement of a candidate for the office
the candidate is seeking, no other candidate for said office at such
convention either receives the party endorsement or said percentage of
said votes for said endorsement or files a certificate of endorsement with
the Secretary of the State in accordance with the provisions of section 9-
388 or a candidacy with the Secretary of the State in accordance with the
provisions of section 9-400, and no other candidate for said office
circulates a petition and obtains the required number of signatures for
filing a candidacy for nomination for said office pursuant to section 9-
400, (iii) the candidate is seeking election to the office of Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, State Comptroller, State
Treasurer or Secretary of the State or the district office of state senator
or state representative, circulates a petition and obtains the required
number of signatures for filing a candidacy for nomination for said

office pursuant to section 9-400 and no other candidate for said office at
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the state or district convention either receives the party endorsement or
said percentage of said votes for said endorsement or files a certificate
of endorsement with the Secretary of the State in accordance with the
provisions of section 9-388 or a candidacy with the Secretary of the State
in accordance with the provisions of section 9-400, or (iv) the candidate
is seeking election to the municipal office of state senator or state
representative, circulates a petition and obtains the required number of
signatures for filing a candidacy for nomination for the office the
candidate is seeking pursuant to section 9-406 and no other candidate
for said office at the caucus, convention or town committee meeting
either receives the party endorsement or files a certification of
endorsement with the town clerk in accordance with the provisions of
section 9-391;

(B) After any primary held by such party for nomination for said
office, if the Secretary of the State declares that the candidate is the party

nominee in accordance with the provisions of section 9-440;

(C) In the case of a minor party candidate, after the nomination of
such candidate is certified and filed with the Secretary of the State

pursuant to section 9-452; or

(D) In the case of a petitioning party candidate, after approval by the
Secretary of the State of such candidate's nominating petition pursuant

to section 9-4530.

(3) A participating candidate for nomination to the office of state
senator or state representative at a special election in 2008, or thereafter,
may apply to the State Elections Enforcement Commission for a grant
from the fund under the Citizens' Election Program for a general
election campaign after the close of the district convention or municipal
caucus, convention or town committee meeting of the candidate's party
that is called for the purpose of choosing candidates for nomination for
the office that the candidate is seeking.

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivisions (1) and (2) of this
subsection, no participating candidate for nomination or election who
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changes the candidate's status as a major party, minor party or

petitioning party candidate or becomes a candidate of a different party,

after filing the [affidavit required under section 9-703] grant application

under this section, shall be eligible to [apply for a grant] receive

additional grant funds under the Citizens' Election Program for such

candidate's primary campaign for such nomination or general election
campaign for such election. The provisions of this subdivision shall not
apply in the case of a candidate who is nominated by more than one
party and does not otherwise change the candidate's status as a major

party, minor party or petitioning party candidate.

(5) Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection, no candidate
may apply to the State Elections Enforcement Commission for a grant
from the fund under the Citizens' Election Program if such candidate
has been convicted of or pled guilty or nolo contendere to, in a court of
competent jurisdiction, any (A) criminal offense under this title unless
at least eight years have elapsed from the date of the conviction or plea
or the completion of any sentence, whichever date is later, without a
subsequent conviction of or plea to another such offense, or (B) a felony
related to the individual's public office, other than an offense under this

title in accordance with subparagraph (A) of this subdivision.

Sec. 4. Subsection (d) of section 9-706 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from

passage):

(d) (1) In accordance with the provisions of subsection (g) of this
section, the commission shall review the application, determine whether
[(1)] (A) the candidate committee for the applicant has received the
required qualifying contributions, [(2)] (B) in the case of an application
for a grant from the fund for a convention campaign, the applicant has
met the applicable condition under subsection (a) of this section for
applying for such grant and complied with the provisions of subsections
(b) and (c) of this section, [(3)] (C) in the case of an application for a grant
from the fund for a primary campaign, the applicant has met the
applicable condition under subsection (a) of this section for applying for
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such grant and complied with the provisions of subsections (b) and (c)
of this section, [(4)] (D) in the case of an application for a grant from the
fund for a general election campaign, the applicant has met the
applicable condition under subsection (a) of this section for applying for
such grant and complied with the provisions of subsections (b) and (c)
of this section, and [(5)] (E) in the case of an application by a minor party
or petitioning party candidate for a grant from the fund for a general
election campaign, the applicant qualifies as an eligible minor party
candidate or an eligible petitioning party candidate, whichever is
applicable.

(2) (A) If the commission approves an application, the commission
shall determine the amount of the grant payable to the candidate
committee for the applicant pursuant to section 9-705 from the fund, and
notify the State Comptroller and the candidate of such candidate

committee of such amount.

(B) (i) If the timing of the commission's approval of the grant for a

convention campaign in relation to the commission's consumer price

index adjustment under subdivision (1) of subsection (d) of section 9-

705 is such that the commission cannot yet determine the final amount

of the convention campaign grant, the commission shall approve the

unadjusted initial amount. The commission shall then authorize the

payment of any remaining portion of the convention campaign grant

after such adjustment has been made.

(i1) Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraph (B)(i) of this

subdivision, the candidate committee of an applicant who submits an

application prior to July 3, 2025, shall only be approved by the

commission to receive payvment of the unadjusted amount described in

said subparagraph.

(C) If the timing of the commission's approval of the grant for a
primary campaign or general election campaign in relation to the
Secretary of the State's determination of ballot status is such that the
commission cannot determine whether the qualified candidate
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committee is entitled to the applicable full initial grant for the primary
or election or the applicable partial grant for the primary or election, as
the case may be, the commission shall approve the lesser applicable
partial initial grant. The commission shall then authorize the payment
of the remaining portion of the applicable primary campaign or general
election campaign grant after the commission has knowledge of the
circumstances regarding the ballot status of the opposing candidates in

such primary or election.

(D) Not later than thirty days following notification by the
commission in the case of a convention campaign grant, or not later than
two business days following notification by the commission in the case
of any other grant, the State Comptroller shall draw an order on the
State Treasurer for payment of any such approved amount to the

qualified candidate committee from the fund.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section1 | from passage 9-601(25)

Sec. 2 July 1, 2025 9-704(b) and (c)
Sec. 3 January 1, 2028 9-706(a)

Sec. 4 from passage 9-706(d)

Statement of Legislative Commissioners:

Section 4(d)(2)(B)(i) was rewritten for clarity; and in Section
4(d)(2)(B)(ii), "lesser amount" was changed to "unadjusted amount" for
accuracy.

GAE Joint Favorable Subst. -LCO
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