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AN ACT AMENDING A PRIOR CONVEYANCE OF A PARCEL OF STATE LAND
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Vote Date:
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Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:
Sen. Hwang
REASONS FOR BILL:

This bill modifies a prior conveyance from DOAG to Catherine Violet Hubbard Foundation,
Inc. of 34.44 acres provided for administrative cost for purposes of use as an animal
sanctuary, wildlife preserve or other nature preservation purpose. The bill allows the
foundation to commit a portion or all of parcel as security for a loan obtained for purposes of
financing the construction of an educational barn on the parcel, subject to foreclosure if loan
defaults.

SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE:

Adds reference to the main facility and veterinary intake facility as well as adding the first
refusal provisions in subsection (c)(2).

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

None expressed.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Tony Hwang(R), CT General Assembly, 28" Senate District:

Senator Hwang submitted testimony in support of this legislation because proposes a

thoughtful and essential amendment to the original conveyance of state land to the Catherine
Violet Hubbard Foundation which has become a living symbol of compassion, healing, and
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purpose in our community. This change—crafted with the guidance of the Office of the
Connecticut Attorney General to ensure fidelity to the original intent of the conveyance -
would enable the Foundation to access necessary financing to build a sustainable, eco-
compliant educational center and represents a model of responsible development that
complements conservation goals.

Jenny Hubbard, President, Catherine Violet Hubbard Animal Sanctuary:

Jenny Hubbard submitted testimony in support of this legislation because the existing
restriction makes it impossible to finance the sanctuary's Educational Facility through
conventional lending channels. As a result, they rely on donors for support. This amendment
would eliminate the financing barrier, enabling them to preserve reserves for operations while
responsibly leveraging the land to access long term funding tools.

Robert LaFrance, Director of Policy for CT, National Audubon society:

Robert LaFrance submitted testimony in support of this legislation and recommends the
addition of a reverter clause to the state of CT in this conveyance, and request that any
recreational use be limited to passive recreation.

Mitch Bolinsky, House Republican Caucus, CT-106:

Representative Bolinsky submitted testimony in support of this legislation because of its
intent to amend the state's prior conveyance of the sanctuary land, as identified by the tax
assessor's map, block and lot number, 37-3-14.

Laura King:
Laura King submitted testimony in support of this legislation because the parcel of land is a

vital eco habitat for wildlife and endangered species. It is also located in close proximity to
Deep Brook which also supports numerous species of fish.

Josh Adams:

Josh Adams submitted testimony in support of this legislation because it is an ideal location
to preserve as open space, and the threat to local wildlife and the ecosystem that the
community relies on is not worth any benefit of redeveloping the land.

Katherine Beasley:
Katherine Beasley submitted testimony in support of this legislation because she hopes to
see the land's natural beauty preserved.

Dan Holmes:

Dan Holmes submitted testimony in support of this legislation because the land sits in close
proximity to Deep Brook and the Pootatuck River which support crucial wildlife. The water
quality is threatened with Any further development.

Channing Lange:
Channing Lange submitted testimony in support of this legislation because the space used
for walking and enjoying nature is very much loved by the residents of Newtown.

John Fletcher:
Submitted testimony in overall support of this legislation.
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Anonymous:
Submitted testimony in overall support of this legislation.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

Carlyn Wonston:
Carlyn Wanston submitted testimony in opposition to this legislation because she does not
want any more building in the town.

Reported by: Griffin Olshan, Greg Wolff Date: 5/16/25
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