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SPONSORS OF BILL: 
 
Sen. Harding, Rep. Horn 
 
REASONS FOR BILL: 
 
This bill requires DOT to convey to North Canaan four parcels of land at a cost equal to the 
administrative cost of the conveyance. The bill is subject to approval of the State Properties 
Review Board. The conveyance requires the town to use the parcels for open space or low 
impact nonmotorized passive public recreation purposes. Requires any funds received by the 
town from sale or lease of the parcels to a nonprofit entity to be transferred to the State 
Transportation Fund.  
 
SUBTITUTE LANGUAGE: 
Changes from administrative costs to fair market value and requires proceeds to go to the 
State Transportation Fund. 
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY: 
 
Garrett Eucalitto, Commissioner, CT Department of Transportation:  
Garrett Eucalitto submitted testimony expressing concerns regarding the transfer of the 
property for administrative costs only, under the contingency that the land be used for open 
space and public recreation which includes disc golf. They believe that if the town is intent on 
using this land for passive recreation, it be sold at fair market value since turning the space 
into a disc golf course constitutes economic development. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/gosdata/TMY/2025SB-01563-R000505-Eucalitto,%20Garrett,%20Commissioner-CTDOT--TMY.PDF
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NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT: 
 
Brian Ohler, First Selectman, North Canaan, CT:  
Brian Ohler submitted testimony in support of this legislation because the land's best use is 
as open, unsoiled space for passive recreation for hikers, dog walkers and disc golfers which 
is exactly what the town has been doing with that space for the past 30 years. 
 
Robert LaFrance, CT Director of Policy, Audubon society:  
Robert LaFrance submitted testimony in support of this legislation with the request that 
included in the legislation is a reverter clause to the state in each conveyance and that any 
recreational use be limited to "passive recreation." 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION: 
 
Kanesha Smith: Black Women for Free Markets 
Kanesha Smith submitted testimony in opposition of this legislation because it violates free 
market ideals. They believe that the land should be for sale at fair market value for anyone 
who would like to buy land. 
 
Carolyn Wonston:  
Carolyn Wanston submitted testimony in opposition to this legislation because they hope to 
see the land protected as open space and preserved as such. 
 
 
 
Reported by:   Griffin Olshan, Greg Wolff Date: 5/16/25 
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