Government Oversight Committee
JOINT FAVORABLE REPORT

Bill No.: SB-1562
AN ACT CHANGING THE AUTHORIZED USE OF A PARCEL OF STATE LAND
Title: PREVIOUSLY CONVEYED TO THE TOWN OF NEWTOWN.

Vote Date:

Vote Action:
PH Date: 5/5/2025

File No.:

Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:

Sen. Hwang, Rep. Bolinsky, Rep Foncello

REASONS FOR BILL:

The purpose of this bill is to eliminate the deed restriction that the parcel of state land
previously conveyed to Newtown in 2004 which required the town to use the parcel for
economic development and allows the town to instead use the land for open space and
recreational purposes.

SUBSTUTUTE LANGUAGE:

Makes change to make it clear land can only be used for open space and recreation.
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

None expressed.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Mitch Bolinsky (R), CT General Assembly, 106" State House District:
Representative Bolinsky submitted testimony in support of this legislation because the

property is environmentally sensitive, has poor access and has remained undeveloped by
Newtown for nearly 30 years, ultimately due to community opposition to development.



https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/gosdata/TMY/2025SB-01562-R000505-Bolinsky,%20Mitch,%20State%20Representative-CGA-Supports-TMY.PDF

Tony Hwang(R), CT General Assembly, 28" Senate District:

Senator Hwang submitted testimony in support of this legislation because it proposes a
meaningful change, lifting the current deed restriction that limits the use of a state-conveyed
parcel in Newtown exclusively to economic development. Instead, this bill would permit the
parcel’s use for open space or recreational purposes, reflecting the community’s commitment
to environmental sustainability, public health, and quality of life.

Michelle Embree Ku, Newtown Board of Selectman:

Michelle Embree Ku submitted testimony in support of this legislation because it is very
important to the community that the use of the property compliments the nearby Catherine
Violet Hubbard Animal Sanctuary and provide good stewardship to the Deep Brook stream
and aquifer located downhill from the property.

Aaron Nezvesky, Newtown Conservation Coalition:

Aaron Nezvesky submitted testimony in support of this legislation because it will preserve the
watershed to the Pootatuck River, help retain native species of plants and animals, and
teaching children about wildlife.

Tracy Van Buskirk, President, Newtown Bridle Lands Association:

Tracy Van Buskirk submitted testimony in support of this legislation because access to
adequate open space and trails for all promotes healthy living, a robust environment and
maintains strong property values. As development increases, so does pressure on open land.

Neil Baldino, Vice President, Candlewood Valley Trout Unlimited:

Neil Baldino submitted testimony in support of this legislation because they are very
concerned with the development of the land and the stress and influences that can be placed
on Deep Brook, a stream with a Class 1 designation.

Holly Kocet, Co-Founder, Protect Our Pollinators:

Holly Kocet submitted testimony in support of this legislation because its natural setting is
valued by the town residents of all ages for hiking, dog walking, bird watching, cross-country
skiing and horseback riding.

Joseph Hovious, Conservation Chair, Candlewood Valley Trout Unlimited:

Joseph Hovious submitted testimony in support of this legislation because of its proximity to
the Catherine Violet Hubbard sanctuary. Supporting the CVH Foundation is incredibly
important to the community and can help to stimulate Newtown's local economy.

Saori Adams, Your Huckleberry Farms:

Saori Adams submitted testimony in support of this legislation because the majority of
Newtown residents are not interested in this land's development, and their desires lay with
preserving the site's natural beauty.

Mary Gaudet-Wilson, Protect Our Pollinators:

Mary Gaudet-Wilson submitted testimony in support of this legislation because it is part of a
larger swath of undeveloped land which magnifies its importance to the ecosystem and to its
recreational value.
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Bruce Walczak, EDC Member:
Bruce Walczak submitted testimony in support of this legislation because he believes that this
should be left up to the residents of Newtown due to language in their charter.

The St. Georges Family:

The St. Georges family submitted testimony in support of this legislation because this parcel
of land is very desirable to Newtown and preserving the area's natural beauty is a top priority
of the community.

Erin and Laura Mitchell:

Erin and Laura Mitchell submitted testimony in support of this legislation because the land is
vital to a much greater ecosystem that extends to the entire community.

Robert and Sian Nimkoff:

Robert and Sian Nimkoff submitted testimony in support of this legislation because it is a
historic, crucial parcel that adds to existing open space and provides clean water for a class
A trout stream. There are many other options for development sites that will not take as
significant of a toll on the community.

Ronald and Judith Smith:
Ronald and Judith Smith submitted testimony in support of this legislation because the land
as a natural site holds much more value than any form of economic development could bring.

Carrie Battaqglia:
Carrie Battaglia submitted testimony in support of this legislation because it is important to
her that the land is preserved as open space, and not sold to developers.

Leah Vannini:
Leah Vannini submitted testimony in support of this legislation because meadows are critical
habitats for wildlife, and the residents of Newtown are grateful for this in their community.

Josh Adams:

Josh Adams submitted testimony in support of this legislation because the space is ideal for
its current use as trails and as a habitat for local wildlife. Further, the threat to local wildlife
and ecosystem is not worth the risk in this situation.

Barbara Allen:

Barbara Allen submitted testimony in support of this legislation because it is an
environmentally sensitive meadow that is adjacent to the Catherine Violet Hubbard Sanctuary
which makes it emotionally sensitive and even sacred to the town.

Katherine Beasley:
Katherine Beasley submitted testimony in support of this legislation because she hopes to
see the land's beauty preserved for residents and their children.

Candace Clark:

Candace Clark submitted testimony in support of this legislation because the land is
important as it supports not only wildlife but is partially sustained by the Wetlands that
surrounds and occupies the property.
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Deanna Davis:

Deanna Davis submitted testimony in support of this legislation because this would protect
their wildlife and aquifer and this could affect tourism as many visitors are attracted to the
area for its natural beauty.

Dorothy Evans:

Dorothy Evans submitted testimony in support of this legislation because the value of this
land lies in its unsoiled environmental integrity and as protection of the Pootatuck aquifer.
Laura King:

Laura King submitted testimony in support of this legislation because the parcel of land is
vital to the ecosystem which houses wildlife, endangered species and pollinators while also
being in close proximity to Deep Brook. This area is a treasure to the residents of Newtown
enjoying the outdoors.

Channing Lange:

Channing Lange submitted testimony in support of this legislation because he feels this
space should remain open to allow for wildlife to flourish as well as keeping the nearby
aquifer clean. This space is frequently used and enjoyed by the public.

Linda Dunn:
Linda Dunn submitted testimony in support of this legislation because she feels this land
must be protected to be utilized as recreation. It would also protect the nearest aquifer.

Terry Hennessey:

Terry Hennessey submitted testimony in support of this legislation because she hopes to
continue the 20+ year effort to preserve and protect this parcel of land which is a vital
resource to the community.

Samantha Klein:

Samantha Klein submitted testimony in support of this legislation because she finds it
completely unnecessary to develop this land as there is a plethora of vacant, previously
developed properties sitting vacant that should be considered above this site.

Kelly Hitt:
Kelly Hitt submitted testimony in support of this legislation because she hopes to see the land

kept open and used as a recreational site, preserving it from pollution.

Daniel Holmes:

Daniel Holmes submitted testimony in support of this legislation because the site sits
adjacent to the Pootatuck River and Deep Brook, one of only 7 class 1 trout streams that can
sustain trout populations year-to-year.

Patricia Maxwell:

Patricia Maxwell submitted testimony in support of this legislation because she hopes to
protect the meadow, trout stream, aquifer and wildlife as open space, and to see the town
preserve its natural beauty.

Sarah Middeleer:
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Sarah Middeleer submitted testimony in support of this legislation because many residents of
Newtown are fed up with watching their community develop further and further. This reason is
why this parcel of land has become so valuable to the people of Newtown.

Kimberly Salta:

Kimberly Salta submitted testimony in support of this legislation because the people of
Newtown deeply appreciate the green spaces in town. Additionally, the priorities of Newtown
have changed since the Sandy Hook tragedy, and the preservation of this space aligns more
closely with their new values.

Lisa Shirk:

Lisa Shirk submitted testimony in support of this legislation because the property is vital to
the health of Deep Brook as well as the ecosystem as a functioning meadow. This will also
support the Catherine Violet Hubbard Sanctuary, a location great for tourism and the local
economy.

Amy Smith:
Amy Smith submitted testimony in support of this legislation because development of this

property would be a disaster for the Catherine Violet Hubbard Foundation, the wildlife and the
community.

Kathleen Yeaton:

Kathleen Yeaton submitted testimony in support of this legislation because preserving the
space will ensure the continued health of Deep Brook which is a vital resource for many
species that inhabit the area.

Beverly Zeroogian:

Beverly Zeroogian submitted testimony in support of this legislation because the residents of
Newtown would like to preserve the remainder of the parcel as open space. The Catherine
Violet Hubbard foundation provides substantial economic development for the area and no
more is needed.

Anonymous:

This anonymous piece of testimony was submitted in support of this legislation because that
parcel of land is crucial in maintaining the ecology of the Newtown community as
development encroaches on their town.

Anonymous:
This anonymous piece of testimony was submitted in support of this legislation because they
find the space beautiful, and they would hate to see it redeveloped.

Anonymous:

This anonymous piece of testimony was submitted in support of this legislation because the
delicate balance of nature is being destroyed slowly but surely, in effort to reduce urban
sprawl.

Anonymous:

This anonymous piece of testimony was submitted in support of this legislation because it will
protect the land's natural beauty and ensure the land is protected for all members of the
community.
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General Support:

Bradley Accetella, Co-Chair. Newtown Bike & Trail Committee

Diana Allwein, Graham Andrews, Peter Becker, Jordana Bloom, William O'Connell, Lynn
Edwards, Michael Fazio Weis, John Fletcher, Dawn Handshuh, Rebecca Howard, Kenneth
Kopsco, Joan Lucia, Tricia Owens, James Saulnier, Carol Shuman, Kathleen Vrabel

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

Charles Gardner:

Charles Gardner submitted testimony in opposition to this legislation unless amended to
include housing as an allowed purpose alongside open space and recreation, in accordance
with Newtown's newly adopted Plan of Conservation and Development that provides future
developments must be near existing infrastructure.

Carol Griffin:
Carol Griffin submitted testimony in opposition to this legislation because she does not want
anything built on this land.

Erwin Splittgerber:
Erwin Splittgerber submitted testimony in opposition to this legislation because they are
strongly opposed to any development on this site as it only helps the rich further profit.

Carlyn Wonston:
Carlyn Wonston submitted testimony in opposition to this legislation because they feel the
land must be left as open space which serves as a significant resource to the town.

Reported by: Griffin Olshan, Greg Wolff Date: 5/16/25
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