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SPONSORS OF BILL: 
 
Education Committee 
 
REASONS FOR BILL: 
 
This bill would require the Connecticut Educator Preparation Certification Board (CEPCB) to 
develop alternative pathways for certification and new methods for demonstrating content 
knowledge beyond traditional testing. While candidates would still need to meet a minimum 
content knowledge requirement, these alternatives would offer more flexibility. The changes 
would apply to individuals seeking certification for the first time, as well as current educators 
looking to become certified in a different subject area. The CEPCB would retain sole authority 
to establish and approve all certification requirements and standards. The primary goal of this 
bill is to make teacher certification more accessible to help address the ongoing teacher 
shortage. 
 
 
SUBTITUTE LANGUAGE: 
 
The substitute language makes two key changes. First, it adds the Connecticut Educator 
Preparation Certification Board (CEPCB) to Section 1, requiring the board to approve 
additional pathways for teacher certification candidates to demonstrate minimum content 
knowledge when seeking an endorsement in a subject area. Second, it amends Sections 4 
through 6 to grant CEPCB exclusive authority to develop and approve requirements, 
standards, guidance, and proposals related to educator preparation and certification 
regulations and legislation, thereby removing the State Board of Education (SBE) from the 
process. 
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY: 
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Department of Education, Commissioner, Charlene Russell-Tucker: opposes this bill because 
it undermines the work of the CEPCB. It also suggests new ways of certification that are not 
applicable to certain areas and allows teachers to be less qualified.  
 
The Commission on Women, Children, Seniors, Equity & Opportunity, Senior Policy Analyst, 
Thomas Nuccio: supports this bill because they believe the current test should not be the only 
way to get certified. The current test is a barrier for people to become teachers, especially 
people of color, and we need teachers now because we are in a teacher shortage.  
 
Connecticut Educator Preparation Certification Board, Chair, Jennifer Rodriguez: opposes 
this bill because the CEPCB has been working on the changes intended by this bill, but this 
bill outlines processes that have not yet been approved by the board. They would like to be 
able to continue working on their changes to the certification process without this bill.  
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT: 
 
Teach for America Connecticut, Executive Director, Dr. Dolores Garcia-Blocker: supports this 
bill because testing is a barrier to some people becoming teachers and we cannot afford that 
when we need teachers so badly.  
 
Persons Who Are Deaf, Deafblind, and Hard of Hearing Special Education Task Force, Co-
Chair, John Board: supports this bill because this could help address the shortage of ASL 
teachers by allowing them to show their practical experience instead of rigid testing.  
 
Educators for Excellence, Senior Organizer, Sara Kovack: supports this bill because it will 
help address the teacher shortage.  
 
School and State Finance Project, Director of Community Engagement, Erika Haynes: 
supports this bill because the current test shows racial disparities since a higher percent of 
white test-takers pass on their first try then people of color.  
 
Educators for Excellence, Organizer, Rachel Kwon: supports this bill because the current test 
prevents many qualified teachers from remaining in the profession.  
 
Connecticut Teacher Residency Program, Managing Director of Recruitment Retention & 
Partnerships, Dr. Niralee Patel-Lye: supports this bill because they have seen very intelligent 
and capable people struggle to become certified teachers due to the current test.  
 
Connecticut Association of Boards of Education, Executive Director, Patrice McCarthy: 
supports this bill because they believe the CEPCB will be able to find appropriate standards.  
 
Educators for Excellence, Executive Director, Daniel Pearson: supports this bill because they 
believe that the current test is not the only way to prove teachers are qualified to teach.  
 
Connecticut Teacher Residency Program, Lead Education Specialist, Brianne Shea: supports 
this bill because they have met people who are great educators that cannot become certified 
teachers because of the current certification process.  
 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Tucker,%20Charlene,%20Commissioner-CSDE--TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Nuccio,%20TJ,%20Childrens%20Policy%20Analyst-CWCSEO-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Nuccio,%20TJ,%20Childrens%20Policy%20Analyst-CWCSEO-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Rodriguez,%20Jennifer,%20Chair-CT%20Educator%20Prep%20-%20Cert%20Board-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Blocker,%20Dolores,%20Executive%20Director-Teach%20for%20America-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Board,%20John,%20Co%20Chair-Deaf%20DB%20HoH%20Spec%20Ed%20Task%20Force--TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Board,%20John,%20Co%20Chair-Deaf%20DB%20HoH%20Spec%20Ed%20Task%20Force--TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Kovack,%20Sara,%20Senior%20Organizer-Educators%20for%20Excellence-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Haynes,%20Erika,%20Director%20of%20Community%20Engagement-School%20and%20State%20Finance%20Project-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Kwon,%20Rachel,%20Organizer-Educators%20For%20Excellence-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Lye,%20Niralee,%20Managing%20Dir%20Recruitment-CT%20TRP-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Lye,%20Niralee,%20Managing%20Dir%20Recruitment-CT%20TRP-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-McCarthy,%20Patrice,%20Executive%20Director-CABE--TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Pearson,%20Daniel,%20Executive%20Director-Educators%20for%20Excellence-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Shea,%20Brianne-CTTRP-Supports-TMY.PDF
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Connecticut Teacher Residency Program, Managing Director of Academic Programming and 
Legislative Affairs, Dr. Violet Jiminez Sims: supports this bill because they witnessed a 
teacher who was very successful and earned the respect of many kids and parents be turned 
down from teaching because of the current exam. They believe there should be other 
pathways towards certification.  
 
Jahneel Small: supports this bill because the current certification process overlooks the 
practical experience of educators.  
 
Charise Turner: supports this bill because they have taken the certification exam multiple 
times and keep failing by one point. The exams have set them back in their career and their 
education. 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION: 
 
Elementary School Teacher, Elizabeth Abrantes: opposes this bill because they believe that 
there is a lot more to being a teacher than a test could measure.  
 
UConn Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, Dorothea Anagnostopoulos: opposes this bill 
because it would lower the qualifications for teachers and that would put students at a 
disadvantage. Less qualified teachers are also more likely to leave teaching.  
 
New Haven Federation of Teachers, President, Leslie Blatteau: opposes this bill because the 
Connecticut Educator Preparation and Certification Board does not support it. They also 
believe it addresses the wrong things because the teacher shortage is due to undervaluing 
teachers not a lack of qualified people.  
 
Early Childhood Higher Education Faculty Consortium, Co-Chair, Paige Bray: opposes this 
bill because it will allow teachers to be less qualified and we need more qualified teachers. 
There are other ways to fix the teacher shortage.  
 
Connecticut Association of Public-School Superintendents, President, Maureen Brummett  
Superintendent of Derby Public Schools, Dr. Matthew Conway Jr. 
Connecticut Association of Public School Superintendents, Executive Director, Fran 
Rabinowitz: opposes this bill because while they are okay with changing the test from what it 
currently is, they think there should still be a standardized assessment for certification to 
produce qualified teachers.  
 
Mathematics Teacher Educators in Connecticut: Jillian Cavanna, Jennifer Phaiah, Leah 
Scharfenberger, Siddhi Soni, Melissa Gunter, and Younhee Lee: oppose this bill because 
they feel it is not a good idea to let underqualified people learn how to teach after being hired 
as teachers.  
 
Kim Dees: opposes this bill.  
 
Connecticut Education Association, President, Kate Dias: opposes this bill because it 
overrides the Connecticut Educator Preparation and Certification Board's decision to keep the 
current tests.  
 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Sims,%20Violet,%20Managing%20Director-CT%20Teacher%20Residency%20Program-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Sims,%20Violet,%20Managing%20Director-CT%20Teacher%20Residency%20Program-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Small,%20Jahneel-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Turner,%20Charise-Supports-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Abrantes,%20Elizabeth-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Anagnostopoulos,%20Dorothea,%20Professor-University%20of%20Connecticut-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Blatteau,%20Leslie,%20President-New%20Haven%20Federation%20of%20Teachers-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Bray,%20Paige,%20CoChair%20ECHEC%20%20Windsor%20Resident-Early%20Childhood%20Higher%20Education--TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Brummett,%20Dr.%20Maureen,%20Superintendent%20of%20Schools-Newington%20Public%20Schools-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Brummett,%20Dr.%20Maureen,%20Superintendent%20of%20Schools-Newington%20Public%20Schools-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Conway,%20Dr.%20Matt,%20Superintendent%20of%20Schools-Derby%20Public%20Schools--TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Rabinowitz,%20Fran,%20Executive%20Director-CAPSS-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Rabinowitz,%20Fran,%20Executive%20Director-CAPSS-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Cavanna,%20Jillian-AMTEC%20Executive%20Board-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Cavanna,%20Jillian-AMTEC%20Executive%20Board-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Dees,%20Kim,%20Fear%20Monger-Mother-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Dias,%20Kate,%20President-CEA-Opposes-TMY.PDF
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Harold Dubuc: opposes this bill. 
 
University of Connecticut, Adjunct Professor, Kristin Giorgio: opposes this bill because it 
devalues the teaching profession.  
 
Isabelle Farrington College of Education & Human Development Sacred Heart University, 
Dean, Mel L. Horton: opposes this bill because it compromises the integrity of the education 
program.  
 
Southern Connecticut State University, Associate Professor, Younhee Lee: opposes this bill 
because it will weaken the certification process which will decrease the quality of education 
and contribute to educational inequities.  
 
Educational Consultant for Science Education, Nancy Jo Michael  
Western Connecticut State University, Secondary Education and MAT Program Coordinator, 
Patricia Michael: opposes this bill because teaching is a complex job and requires more 
knowledge and experience than this certification process could measure. It would put 
students at a disadvantage to allow teacher to be less qualified.  
 
Southern Connecticut State University, Adjunct Professor, Mary Ellen Minichiello: opposes 
this bill because they have been a mentor to new teachers, and they believe that it is vital for 
them to be properly qualified. The certification process assures that only those who are 
capable of teaching become teachers.  
 
Donna Pallanti: opposes this bill because it undermines the work of the Connecticut Educator 
Certification Council. It also decreases the quality of educators by allowing them to be less 
qualified.  
 
Decoding Dyslexia Founder, Allison Quiriron: opposes this bill because it undermines the 
work of the CEPCB and lowers standards for teaching. This will not address the teaching 
shortage long term.  
 
Barbara Ripple: opposes this bill because they are concerned with who is allowed to teach in 
schools.  
 
American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education, President, Dr. Katherine Roe: 
opposes this bill because it lowers standards for teachers. This would contribute to 
educational inequities, lead to higher turnover, and not align with national standards.  
 
Isabelle Farrington School of Education & Human Development Sacred Heart University, 
Chair of Department of Education, Rene Roselle: opposes this bill because it makes the 
certification process less rigorous. This will allow teachers to be less prepared and those 
teachers will be sent to high-need districts therefore increasing educational inequities.  
 
Southern Connecticut State University College of Education, Assistant Dean, Jennifer 
Ruggiero: opposes this bill because less qualified teachers will burn our more quickly and 
leave and this bill misdiagnoses the teacher shortage as a lack of qualified teachers rather 
than qualified teachers being undervalued to the point of leaving.  
 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Dubuc,%20Harold,%20Kids%20are%20stupid-Retired-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Giorgio,%20Kristin,%20Adjunct%20Professor-University%20of%20Connecticut-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Horton,%20Mel,%20Dean-Sacred%20Heart%20University-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Horton,%20Mel,%20Dean-Sacred%20Heart%20University-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Lee,%20Younhee,%20Associate%20professor-Southern%20CT%20State%20University-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Michael,%20Nancy,%20Teacher%20Consultant-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Michael,%20Nancy,%20Teacher%20Consultant-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Michael,%20Nancy,%20Teacher%20Consultant-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Minichiello,%20Mary%20Ellen,%20Adjunct%20Professor-Southern%20CT%20State%20University-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Pallanti,%20Donna,%20Faculty-Albertus%20Magnus%20College-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Quirion,%20Allison,%20Founder-Decoding%20Dyslexia-CT-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Ripple,%20Barbara,%20Transsexuals%20in%20the%20Classroom-Grandmother-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Roe,%20Katherine,%20President%20-%20AACTE-CT-Amer%20Asso%20College%20for%20Teacher%20Ed-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Roselle,%20Rene,%20Professor%20and%20Chair-Sacred%20Heart%20University-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Roselle,%20Rene,%20Professor%20and%20Chair-Sacred%20Heart%20University-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Ruggiero,%20Jennifer,%20Asst%20Dean%20-%20College%20of%20Education-Southern%20CT%20State%20Univ-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Ruggiero,%20Jennifer,%20Asst%20Dean%20-%20College%20of%20Education-Southern%20CT%20State%20Univ-Opposes-TMY.PDF
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Fairfield University, Associate Professor, Dr. Emily Shamash: opposes this bill because it 
makes the certification process easier, and the process no longer weeds out underqualified 
teachers. These unqualified teachers will then be tasked with teaching vulnerable groups of 
children.  
 
Connecticut Education Association, Education Issues Specialist, Elizabeth Sked: opposes 
this bill because it goes against the recommendations of the CEPCB and suggests new ideas 
for certification that are not researched.  
 
Megan Staples opposes this bill because students need highly qualified educators to be 
successful in school and this bill would let unqualified people become teachers.  
 
University of Hartford College of Education, Nursing & Health Profession, Dean, Cesarina 
Thompson  
University of Connecticut Neag School of Education, Assistant Dean and Certification Officer, 
Ann Traynor 
opposes this bill because it would allow people to become educators with no educator prep 
programs which are necessary to build the skills needed to educate.  
 
Former Bureau Chief of the Connecticut Department of Education's Office of Dyslexia and 
Reading Disabilities, Dr. Jule McCombs-Tolis: opposes this bill because it creates inequity 
between schools. Underserved schools will get the less qualified teachers and get a worse 
education. It also increases risk of teacher turnover.  
 
Southern Connecticut State University, Education Preparation Provider Council: opposes this 
bill because it increases the quantity of teachers while decreasing the quality. It also would 
not fix the teacher shortage because the problem is not that no one is able to become a 
teacher but rather that teachers are leaving since they are not valued.  
 
The Connecticut Conference of Independent Colleges, President, Jennifer Widness: opposes 
this bill because it makes it unclear whether educators would need to be part of educator 
preparatory programs.   
 
Elizabeth Wronski: opposes this bill because they believe it will not properly prepare teachers 
for a classroom environment.  
 
Reported by:   Julia Cabral Date: 4/16/2025 

 
 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Shamash,%20Emily,%20Associate%20Professor-Fairfield%20University-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Sked,%20Elizabeth,%20Education%20Issues%20Specialist-CEA-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Staples,%20Megan,%20taxpayer%20and%20parent-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Thompson,%20Cesarina,%20Dean-University%20of%20Hartford-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Thompson,%20Cesarina,%20Dean-University%20of%20Hartford-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Traynor,%20Ann,%20Assistant%20Dean-University%20of%20Connecticut-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Traynor,%20Ann,%20Assistant%20Dean-University%20of%20Connecticut-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Tolis,%20Jule-Fairfield%20University-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Tolis,%20Jule-Fairfield%20University-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Trombly,%20Christopher,%20Interim%20Dean%20College%20of%20Educ-Southern%20Connecticut%20State%20Univ.-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Widness,%20Jennifer,%20President-CT%20Conf%20of%20Ind%20Colleges-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025SB-01392-R000303-Wronski,%20Elizabeth,%20Teacher%20and%20Parent-Opposes-TMY.PDF
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