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SPONSORS OF BILL: 
 
Human Services Committee 
 
REASONS FOR BILL: 
 
To require the Department of Social Services-DSS Commissioner to nominate a Medicaid 
Director for appointment by the Governor subject to the legislative confirmation process 
described in sections 4-7 of the General Statutes of the State of Connecticut.  
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY: 
 
Andrea Barton Reeves, Commissioner- Department of Social Services (DSS): strongly 
opposes this bill.  The department concerns are that a politically appointed Medicaid director, 
who might not be qualified, and lacking the expertise to understand a complex Medicaid 
system at the state and federal level could be detrimental to daily operations of the 
Department. DSS is also concerned with the timeliness of the appointee having to proceed 
through a nomination and legislative hearing process, leaving a prolonged vacancy which 
could prevent the Department from implementing time-sensitive initiatives and slow decision-
making and responsiveness to emerging challenges the state Medicaid program might face.  
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT: 
 
Reliance Health, Timothy McDonald, Residential Assistant 
 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION: 
 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/hsdata/TMY/2025SB-01360-R000227-Barton%20Reeves,%20Andrea,%20Commissioner-DSS--TMY.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/hsdata/TMY/2025SB-01360-R000227-MacDonald,%20Timothy,%20Residential%20Assistant-Reliance%20Health-Supports-TMY.PDF
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Sandra Carbonari, MD- Executive Board of the CT Chapter of American Academy of 
Pediatrics: The position of Medicaid Director requires expertise in health policy and 
healthcare financing.  CT's Husky program is a unique and complex partnership with the 
federal government that necessitates in-depth knowledge and experience with the Husky 
program.  Changing the process by which the director is appointed through legislative 
confirmation would result in a lack of continuity and stability and would have a negative effect 
on the program and risk the health and well-being of thousands of Connecticut children. 
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