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Bill No.: SB-1324
AN ACT AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES PERSONNEL TO
Title:  ADMINISTER GLUCAGON NASAL POWDER.
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File No.:

Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:

The Public Health Committee.

REASONS FOR BILL:

This bill provides for Emergency Medical Services (EMS) personnel, who have been
appropriately trained, to administer glucagon nasal powder. Glucagon nasal powder is used
to treat low blood sugar events in diabetics that occur in the field. The training will be
provided by an organization designated by the Department of Public Health (DPH). The bill
also allows licensed or certified ambulances to have glucagon nasal powder on board for use
by EMS personnel to help stabilize the patients prior to arrival at the hospital.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

None expressed.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Dana Barrow, First Selectman, Town of Scotland:
First Selectman Barrow shared that the Town of Scotland is fully in support of this proposal.

Campbell Mitchell, Graduate Researcher in Public Health:

Glucagon is an emergency rescue medication used to treat low blood sugar and prevent the
body from shutting down and dying. There are many causes for low blood sugar, and it is
extremely important that glucagon supplies be on hand for emergency administration. The
technology around glucagon administration has advanced dramatically, and we should take




advantage of this technology to diminish the risk of bad outcomes. Multiple states have
adopted this concept and, while Connecticut has given access to EMS personnel for
administration of epinephrine, there is no such authorization for life saving glucagon. This bill
addresses this gap.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

Greg Allard, President, Association of Connecticut Ambulance Providers:

This bill has not been reviewed by the Medical Advisory Committee of the Connecticut
Emergency Medical Services (CEMSMAC). Mr. Allard requests that this bill be held until all
appropriate review can be performed. The current process exists to maintain consistency,
safety, and is tasked with specifically reviewing tasks and protocols to ensure that they are
evidence -based.
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