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SPONSORS OF BILL:
Veterans' and Military Affairs Committee
REASONS FOR BILL:

This bill seeks to remove non-service-connected pension benefits that veterans receive from
the US Department of Veterans' Affairs from income calculations for the state's Medicare
savings, medical assistance, and energy assistance programs. Typically, non-service-
connected veterans' pension benefits are insufficient to wholly cover a veteran's expenses. In
disregarding that pension from income calculations for public assistance, this bill looks to
expand social services to many veterans in need of assistance that fall just outside of the
eligibility threshold.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

Department of Social Services, Commissioner, Andrea Barton Reeves: Ms. Reeves
expressed her and the Department of Social Services's appreciation for this bill, but that with
the current budget proposal from the Governor they would not be able to implement this
expansion. She noted that disregarding non-service-connected veterans' pensions would
likely result in a gross cost of $9 million annually, with the state having to pay $5 million of
that. She also pointed out that because the Connecticut Energy Assistance Program is
funded by a fixed block grant, expanding eligibility to that program would result in reduced
benefits for current households in the program.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:



Senator Martha Marx, State Senator, Connecticut General Assembly: Sen. Marx
expressed her strong support for this bill. She explained that while many veterans claim
federal Aid and Assistance pension benefits, this pension is solely meant to supplement a
veteran's income. She stated her appreciation for the commitment that veterans have made
to their country and her belief that they should not be penalized for collecting their hard-
earned pension benefits.

Eileen DeGaetano: As a registered nurse and the daughter of a World War Il veteran, Ms.
DeGaetano expressed her strong support for this bill. She listed multiple negative side effects
that stem from veterans not being able to receive public assistance, including emotional and
financial stress, nursing home placement, risk of homelessness, and a generally increased
potential for abuse and neglect. She went on to explain how costly it was for her family when
her father lost access to the Medicaid Waiver Program because he began collecting Aid and
Attendance benefits.

Allison Weir, Executive Director, Connecticut Veterans' Legal Center: Ms. Weir
explained the logistics of the US Department of Veterans' Affairs non-service-connected
pension payments. She noted that veterans who claim veteran pensions without receiving Aid
and Attendance still need additional state support, as the income restriction for these pension
benefits caps at $16,551. Given the financial situation of the veterans who claim non-service-
connected pensions, she expressed her support of this bill and expanding public assistance
programs to benefit these veterans.

Matthew Stillman, Accredited Veterans' Benefits Attorney: Mr. Stillman expressed his
support for this bill and explained how Aid and Assistance benefits work. He pointed out that
they are not supplementary income or regular pension benefits; instead, Aid and Attendance
benefits from the US Department of Veteran's Affairs are meant to reimburse veterans for
certain medical expenses. Mr. Stillman argued that this should not be counted as income for
purposes of calculating public assistance eligibility and excluding it would help veterans and
their families.

Additional Testimony: Two individuals expressed their support for this bill. Testimony was
provided by:
e Doug Stertz
e K. Robert Lewis, Legislative Committee Chair, American Legion Department of
Connecticut

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

Michelle Cole: Ms. Colle expressed her opposition to this bill and requested that the
committee also oppose the bill concerning the Governor's Guards.

Anonymous: An anonymous testifier expressed his dismay that tradition is often lost in
Connecticut.
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