Government Oversight Committee
JOINT FAVORABLE REPORT

Bill No.: HB-7281
AN ACT AMENDING A PRIOR CONVEYANCE OF A PARCEL OF STATE LAND
TO THE TOWN OF SOUTHBURY TO CHANGE THE RESTRICTIONS ON
Title:  OWNERSHIP AND LEASING OF SAID PARCEL.

Vote Date:

Vote Action:
PH Date: 5/5/2025

File No.:

Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:
Rep. Buchsbaum, Sen. Berthel
REASONS FOR BILL:

This bill modifies a prior conveyance from DAS on behalf of DDS of a 45 acre parcel of land
containing the Southbury Training School Personnel Village to town of Southbury for
administrative costs for use by the town for housing purposes and to all the town to sell,
transfer, or lease the parcel to any third-party for housing purposes, instead of nonprofit for
senior housing specifically. Requires any funds received to be transferred to a newly created
trust fund town can use for infrastructure needed to support affordable housing.

SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE:

Adds new requirements that 30% of the housing be used for affordable housing, with 40 year
deed restrictions, and if they don’t start construction within four years of the effective date, as
determined by DAS, the property reverts. If they sell it, instead of the money going to the
General Fund, Southbury can keep it but after paying their costs associated with the sale or
lease, has to create a trust fund and use it for purposes of the infrastructure needed to
support the affordable housing.



RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

None expressed.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Jason Buchsbaum, House Republicans, CT-69:

Representative Buchsbaum submitted testimony in support of this legislation because it
would give Southbury the needed ability to explore alternative housing opportunities that may
be available for the Subject Property, which could still include senior housing. He also
requests that the legislation be amended to require that all funds from a lease or sale be paid
to the state so that Southbury could recover costs of ownership.

Jeffrey Manville, First Selectman, Southbury, CT:

Jeffrey Manville submitted testimony in support of this legislation because although there is a
significant need for affordable housing in the town, he believes it is in their best interest to be
able to explore other proposals for the land.

Jason Van Stone, Selectman, Southbury, CT:

Jason Van Stone submitted testimony in support of this legislation because having broader
and less restrictive language would enhance the town's ability to explore all housing
opportunities that may be of best use to the land.

Deborah Brody, RN:

Deborah Brody submitted testimony in support of this legislation because it would enable
younger and older residents of the town to afford living there since many are priced out of
starter homes, forcing them elsewhere.

Corinne Tyler:

Corinne Tyler submitted testimony in support of this legislation because many are finding it
difficult to be able to work and live in Southbury due to the lack of affordable housing, and this
land would be an ideal site for it.

Joseph Bette:
Joseph Bette submitted testimony in support of this legislation because affordable housing is
desperately needed in the area.

Jennifer Gramigna:

Jennifer Gramigna submitted testimony in support of this legislation because the community
is in great need for affordable housing for older generations, but also for younger generations
starting out so they can work and live within the community.

Katheryne and Gerald Gall:

The Galls submitted testimony in support of this legislation because they believe there is
much benefit from the sale of the land to a third party to develop it themselves. Ultimately,
they believe this can lead to the development of more affordable housing.

Barbara Granton:
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Barbara Granton submitted testimony in support of this legislation because as a long time
resident of Southbury, and as an active member of the community, they would benefit greatly
from affordable housing so they can remain in the community and contribute.

Anonymous:

This anonymous piece of testimony was submitted in support of this legislation because it
kickstarts the conversation on affordable housing in the town of Southbury, however it does
nothing to promote affordable housing. They hope to see the land be used for small, tasteful
and sustainable homes.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

Justin Bette, Southbury Board of Selectman:
Justin Bette submitted testimony in opposition to the re-wording and requests that the word
"senior" be removed, as it is unnecessary since the municipality will build with that in mind.

Ed Edelson, Former First Selectman, Southbury, CT:

Ed Edelson submitted testimony in opposition to this legislation because the town needs
more affordable housing of every type and given the history of the land having been used as
workforce housing, it should be used for affordable housing for the benefit of the town, region
and state.

Richard Boritz:

Richard Boritz submitted testimony in opposition to this legislation because it does not
conform to Southbury's Affordable Housing Plan of 2022, to the 2022 Southbury Plan of
Conservation and Development, to community sentiment, nor does it solve the problem of
affordable housing.

Barbara Mechler:

Barbara Mechler submitted testimony in opposition to this legislation because the language
change could open the door to the land being used for purposes other than affordable
housing which should take priority in the town.

General Comments:

Sharon Wirt, President, Southbury Affordable Housing:

Sharon Wirt submitted testimony requesting that the legislation be amended to include
"affordable housing" in order to help the residents of the town struggling with housing costs
and ensure this is what the land is used for.

Kathryn Smith, VP, Southbury Affordable Housing:

Kathryn Smith submitted testimony because there is significant need for affordable housing in
the town and using this land for such will help the city to reach the state-mandated 10%
affordable housing standard.

David Brenner, Board Member, Southbury Affordable Housing All:
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David Brenner submitted testimony because the need for affordable, multi-generational
housing in Southbury is urgent, and this law does not directly address that.

Kelly Keenan, Southbury Affordable Housing:

Kelly Keenan submitted testimony requesting the legislation be amended to prevent high-end
housing from being developed on this site, and requests that it be specified in the legislation.
Tim Oneil, Selectman, Southbury, CT:

Tim Oneil submitted testimony in opposition to this legislation because it does not take into
consideration the town's lack of workforce affordable housing. He believes the land would be
best used for multigenerational affordable housing by a non-profit corporation.

Barbara Wheeler, Southbury DTC:

Barbara Wheeler submitted testimony because the town significantly lacks affordable housing
and unless specified that this land be used for affordable housing, it will be developed into
luxury properties.

Michael Carrington:

Michael Carrington submitted testimony because the conveyance's lack of restrictions on the
land use could distort its true purpose. They propose an amendment that specifies this land is
used for multigenerational affordable housing, which is in dire need in Southbury.

Christine Dreton:

Christine Detron submitted testimony because Southbury has a dire need of affordable
housing given that the town has yet to meet its required percentage which leaves many in
need and creates a massive demand for such.

Reqgina Griffin:

Regina Griffin submitted testimony because Southbury is in desperate need of affordable
housing as currently, only 1% of lodging in Southbury meets this threshold. They believe this
site would make an excellent location for it.

Reported by: Griffin Olshan, Greg Wolff Date: 5/19/25
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