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SPONSORS OF BILL:
The Public Health Committee.
REASONS FOR BILL:

This bill requires convening a working group to assess and provide recommendations on
regulatory requirements for sewage control, nitrogen discharge limits, and balancing the cost
of housing development and the need to protect public health and the environment.

Substitute language adds provisions to the Department of Public Health (DPH) regulations for
small community sewage systems, and household and small commercial subsurface sewage
systems (section 2). The bill also adds certain stakeholders to the working group and requires
the working group to report to DPH.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

Manisha Juthani, MD., Commissioner, Department of Public Health (DPH):

DPH takes very seriously its role in regulating sewage systems with our partners in local
health. DPH is currently working with the Department of Energy and Environmental
Protection (DEEP) to facilitate the transfer of systems between 7,500 and 10,000 gallons to
DPH. DPH has long recognized the importance of stakeholder engagement when updating
our technical standards for subsurface sewage systems. Members of the Code Advisory
Committee (CAC) provide comments and recommendations for sewage disposal system
requirements relating to housing development, public health, and the environment. Since the
working group proposed by this bill is largely duplicative of the work already being done by
the CAC, DPH does not believe that this bill provides any added benefit, and therefore, we
respectfully ask that the committee not proceed with this bill at this time.




NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Alysha Gardner, Senior Policy Analyst, Partnership for Strong Communities:

The most recent reports on housing affordability in Connecticut show that the current housing
situation is untenable for a growing share of Connecticut families. Over 150,000 low- and
middle-income families in our state spend over half of their income on housing. Given the
ongoing and severe housing crisis in Connecticut, we believe it is incumbent upon state
leaders to appropriately weigh the benefits of additional regulation with the costs they impose
on housing construction and affordability. This bill takes a proactive and collaborative
approach to solving ongoing challenges with sewage disposal, particularly nitrogen
discharge, by creating a working group made up of representatives from the Departments of
Public Health, Energy and Environmental Protection, and Housing, as well as subject matter
experts, to examine prospective solutions regarding the of impact on three important
dimensions: housing development, public health, and the environment.

Jim Perras, CEO, Home Builders and Remodelers Association of Connecticut, Inc.
(HBRA):

HB 7247 acknowledges the urgent need to examine how sewage disposal regulations—
particularly those related to nitrogen discharge— affect not only public health and
environmental quality, but also Connecticut’s ability to build the housing it desperately needs.
The intent of Public Act 23-207 was to address regulatory challenges experienced by the
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP)’s in its attempts to encourage
housing development. Unfortunately, the DPH proposed septic regulations appear
contradictory to the expressed intent of the legislature. HB 7247 takes a holistic and
collaborative approach, by calling on DPH, DEEP, Housing (DOH), and subject matter
experts to work together to balance the intersecting priorities of sewage disposal and housing
development. Please amend H.B. 7247 to place a moratorium on the DPH draft regulations
currently being considered so that the working group can properly weigh in and provide
guidance.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

Daniel Lent, Lawyer, and Scientist:

Mr. Lent has legal experience in the area of sewage treatment, land use and wetlands. He
opposes anything that would increase the sewage treatment health crisis, our drinking water
supply and watershed pollution crisis, and the wetlands destruction crisis that Connecticut
currently suffers from due to a "one size fits all" real estate development and zoning. These
policies unjustly enrich greedy real estate developers while destroying Connecticut's
environment, protected wetlands, and drinking water supply. It is in the best interest of public
health and safety that any bills relaxing sewage treatment standards and drinking water
standards should be amended to include language to exempt any municipality in which more
than seventy per cent of the land is within a watershed protection area.
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