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SPONSORS OF BILL: 

 

Education Committee 

 
REASONS FOR BILL: 
 
This bill seeks to support special education students in our state. HB 7218 amends certain 
state statues relating to special education. 
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY: 
 
None Expressed 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT: 
 
Thomas Brant, Legislative Committee Chair, Connecticut Association of School 
Psychologists 
Thomas Brant submitted written testimony in support of the bill. He supports the bill and the 
increase in funding for special education. He believes that increased funding is needed to 
fully implement the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. He also suggests that the bill 
should be amended to include a provision that would allow the National Certified School 
Psychologist credentials to be recognized as a route to certification in Connecticut, and that 
would offer paid internships for graduate students completing their internships at Connecticut 
public schools. He believes that this would help address the shortage of school psychologists 
in the state.  
 
Greg Florio, Executive Director, CREC 
Greg Florio submitted written testimony in support of the bill. He suggests that if the state fully 
funds the excess costs of special education, it will allow districts to more effectively allocate 
their resources toward educating all their students.  

https://cga.ct.gov/2025/eddata/TMY/2025HB-07218-R000319-Brant,%20H%20Thomas,%20Chair%20Legislative%20Committee-CT%20Assoc.%20of%20School%20Psych.-Supports-TMY.PDF
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Lisandra Montalvo, Resident, Bridgeport 
Lisandra Montalvo submitted written testimony in support of the bill. She discussed the 
importance of offering children the appropriate educational resources. She specifically 
suggested a greater focus on science programs, financial education programs, environmental 
programs, and technology programs in schools. She suggested that it is important that 
children can receive educational opportunities they need to succeed regardless of where they 
are attending school. 
 
Richard Osullivan, Psychiatrist  
Richard Osullivan submitted written testimony in support of the bill. He noted his experience 
providing 504 plans to students and discussed the importance of codifying and safeguarding 
504 plans.  
 
Joselyn Rosario, Special Education Teacher 
Joselyn Rosario submitted written testimony in support of the bill. She discussed the shortage 
of special education teachers and how it is negatively impacting students with disabilities as 
well as educators.  
 
Anonymous, Parent 
An anonymous parent submitted written testimony regarding the bill. They suggested that 
provisions should be added to prohibit school districts from having an attorney at Planned 
Placement Team meetings if the parent is not able to bring an attorney to the meeting as 
well. They suggest that having an attorney for the school district present when the parent is 
not represented by an attorney can create a power imbalance and prevent school districts 
and parents from working collaboratively to create a program that best serves the student 
and their education.  
 
Caroline Barron 
Emily Kushner 
John López 
 
Rachel Turner, Special Education Teacher 
Supports this bill; they discussed the importance of safeguarding and increasing funding for 
special education services so that students with special needs have accesses to the services 
they need. They also generally discussed the importance of ensuring that children can 
receive a quality education. 
 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION: 
 
None Expressed 
 
GENERAL COMMENTS: 
 
Michael McGrath, Director of Special Education, CES 
Michael McGrath submitted written testimony regarding the bill. His testimony discussed the 
largest expenses of CES, including paying for staffing and maintaining buildings. It also noted 
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the oversight that they are subject to as RESCs and suggested that these factors should be 
considered when considering legislation regarding special education.  
 
Heather Tartaglia, Chief Program Officer, Capital Region Education Council  
Heather Tartaglia submitted written testimony regarding the bill. She discussed the role that 
the Capital Regional Education Council and other Regional Education Service Centers in the 
state play in providing special education services in Connecticut, as the operating expenses 
required to run an RESC. She suggests that RESCs offer cost effective programs across 
districts to help students with diverse educational needs and would like to be involved in 
developing further programs to support students.  
 
Reported by:   Lauren Kaiser Krause Date: April 15, 2025 
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