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Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and

explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:

None

REASONS FOR BILL:

This bill requires the Commissioners of the Department of Emergency Services and Public
Protection and the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection to collaborate and
develop a report to update the responsibilities given to preservation officers.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

None

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Kevin Saunders President Connecticut Police & Fire Union

Mr. Saunders express that this bill it will help the conservation officers and state police
officers do their jobs better.

Robert LaFrance, Director of Policy, Audubon Connecticut / New York, National Audubon
Society

Mr. LaFrance supports this bill because the work that conservation officers do daily is
important. He states that they are lacking the necessary resources needed to do their jobs
effectively. He also states that due to the Passport to Parks program enacted in 2017 and the
pandemic many parks are seeing an increase in individuals daily and this is causing a strain
on the officers. He believes that a biennial review of the appropriate En Con Police staffing
levels that can be shared with both commissioners of Energy and Environmental Protection
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and the General Assembly would improve transparency and a better understanding of
staffing levels and enforcement demands.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

John Brewery

Mr. Brewery does not support the bill because he thinks that the study will lead to the State
Police taking control of the En Con. He finds that when departments merge it often leads to
disputes.

Tom McLaren
Mr. McLaren does not support the bill and finds that it is not in the best interest of the
conservation officer.
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