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SPONSORS OF BILL: 
 
Committee on Children 
 
REASONS FOR BILL: 
 
HB 7044 seeks to establish an online portal available on the internet maintained by the Office 
of Early Childhood. The portal would provide real time information regarding the availability of 
slots in early care and education programs in the state. 
 
The portal would arrange the availability into subsidized slots, town, regional and state-wide 
bases.  
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY: 
 
Connecticut Office of Early Childhood, Acting Commissioner, Elena Trueworthy: supports this 
bill while also acknowledging the fiscal cost that would incur with this online portal. They 
mention that the Ble Ribbon Panel asked that there is a need to simplify Connecticut's early 
care and education system and the need to modernize that system. This portal would 
establish a single point of entry where families and providers care share and access 
information on a centralized hub. However, they also add this would include significant IT, 
licensing, and operational fees from the state funds. 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT: 
 
CSEA SEIU Local 2001, Childcare Provider, Maria Amado 
CSEA SEIU Local 2001, Childcare Provider, Angelica Cervantes 
CSEA SEIU Local 2001, Childcare Provider, Jacqueline Oulloa 
CSEA SEIU Local 2001, Childcare Provider, Adrean Rodriguez 
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CSEA SEIU Local 2001, Childcare Provider, Rosa Santana 
CSEA SEIU Local 2001, Childcare Provider, Andrea Valdez 
CSEA SEIU Local 2001, Childcare Provider, Yamilkys Ramirez: 
Comments that a portal currently exists between the union and OEC via a collective 
bargaining agreement called Carina.org; the portal allows parents to find providers and allows 
providers to share information about themselves such as language, accreditations and other 
important information. They ask that the portal include similar functionality so that parents 
and providers have access to comprehensive information. 
 
CBIA, Public Policy Associate, Jenna Grasso: supports this bill and adds that this would 
enhance transparency and help childcare providers gain more notice in a time of high 
demand. 
 
Samantha Purushotham: supports this bill and believes in supporting proper infrastructure 
and workforce for parents and providers of Connecticut. She adds that she finds that there is 
no better use for taxpayer money than supporting our childcare providers. 
 
Connecticut Early Childhood Alliance, Executive Director, Merrill Gay: strongly supports the 
bill and the creation of an online portal to track available openings. They add that currently 
there is a list of childcare programs but not openings which causes frustration. They mention 
DC's system as a good model. 
 
Access, Kathleen Krider: supports this bill and any actions taken to end child poverty. 
 
The CT Project Action Fund, Policy and Advocacy Strategist, Coralys Santana: supports this 
bill as they say it adds a critical step toward removing barriers to child care access. They add 
that when implemented effectively it will allow families to easily find available slots, apply for 
subsidies and other key resources. They mention how critical this can be in our complex 
childcare system. 
 
Connecticut Voices for Children, Research Policy Associate, Ruchi Sheth: supports this bill 
and the increased transparency for families and providers. They include the long-term 
benefits of high-quality childcare and that dependable access to childcare is key to a thriving 
economy. 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION: 
 
Michael Pfarr: opposes the bill because it creates an online portal but many families in 
Connecticut still lack internet, they also add that the bill does not clarify how families can 
access the portal beyond a mobile app. As a high school student with a younger brother in 
elementary school, the writer emphasizes the need for reliable access to support their 
family's childcare needs. 
 
 
Reported by:   Christian Talarski Date: 3/13/2025 
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