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OFA Fiscal Note 
 
State Impact: 

Agency Affected Fund-Effect FY 26 $ FY 27 $ 

Social Services, Dept. GF - Cost See Below See Below 
Note: GF=General Fund 

  

Municipal Impact: None  

Explanation 

The bill results in a cost to the Department of Social Services (DSS) to 

disregard (1) U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)-administered 

non-service-connected pension benefits and (2) housebound pension 

benefits granted to a veteran or to a surviving spouse for certain public 

assistance programs.  

Based on 2024 data, there are approximately 890 veterans and 

spouses receiving VA benefits with an average of $1,200 per month. 

Approximately 60% of veterans and their spouses are currently 

participating in assistance programs administered by DSS. If the 335 

individuals currently not receiving any benefits from DSS become 

eligible due to the income disregard required by the bill, it would result 

in a state cost of approximately $4.4 million in FY 26 and $8 million in 

FY 27. If it is assumed that 60% of the 335 individuals become eligible 

(based on who is currently receiving benefits), the state cost would be 

$3 million in FY 26 and $5.3 million in FY 27.  
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The public assistance programs affected by the bill include: 1) 

Medicaid, 2) Medicare Savings Program, 3) Connecticut Energy 

Assistance Program, 4) State Administered General Assistance, 5) State 

Supplement Program, 6) Temporary Family Assistance, and 7) 

Connecticut Home Care Program for Elders. 

The Out Years 

The annualized ongoing fiscal impact identified above would 

continue into the future subject to inflation.  

Sources: Department of Social Services Caseload Information 
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