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I am testifying in support of House Bill 6439, and specifically in favor of the
allocation in the Governor’s budget for $100,000 to support the four cradle to
career communities across the state.
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Thank you for the opportunity to speak this evening and for your service and
commitment to our state. My name is Bridget Fox and I am president of Stamford
Cradle to Career, an organization in Stamford that collectively aligns community
resources to ensure equity in education for all children, regardless of their
race or income.

Stamford Cradle to Career is a member of the StriveTogether network,
a national organization that represents close to 70 communities across the county
that have committed to a collective impact approach to addressing disparities in
our local education systems. Stamford is one of four communities across the state
that have adopted this collective impact model. Bridgeport, Waterbury, Norwalk
and Stamford each have cradle to career organizations that are playing critical roles
in identifying gaps in resources for low-income students and families, the majority
of whom are Black and Latino. We work in partnership with community
stakeholders to address these gaps and find solutions.
Our organizations act as connective tissue between nonprofits, civic organizations
and the public sector to work on behalf of our most vulnerable students and
families. We convene working groups of cross-sector partners to address systems
issues relating to early childhood, early grade reading and transition for high school
students to post-secondary education or careers. All efforts use data to drive
decisions.
The four cradle to career organizations played pivotal roles
in organizing community partners during the pandemic. As some examples,
in Stamford, our organization assisted Stamford Public Schools in surveying families
and teachers throughout the year about re-opening models. Data from these
surveys informed decisions. We convened early childhood providers to share
critical information at the outset of the crisis and coordinated the distribution of
PPE.
Our Bridge to College program helps first generation students matriculate in college
each fall, and our Summer Literacy Initiative works with community camp programs
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to provide professional development and literacy interventions to students in Kindergarten to third grade.
Stamford Cradle to Career will continue to play a critical role in the city as we move toward recovery.
Financial support from the State validates the importance of collective impact organizations in four large cities
that have come to rely on our agencies to elevate issues of inequality and find ways to address them.
Thank you again for your time tonight.
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