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House of Representatives, April 21, 2021
The Committee on Planning and Development reported
through REP. MCCARTHY VAHEY, C. of the 133rd Dist.,
Chairperson of the Committee on the part of the House, that the
bill ought to pass.

AN ACT CONCERNING THE REMOTE AND ONLINE PROVISION OF
MUNICIPAL SERVICES.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:
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Section 1. Section 1-2 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):
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(a) Each provision of the general statutes, the special acts or the
charter of any town, city or borough which requires the insertion of an
advertisement of a legal notice in a daily newspaper shall be construed
to permit such advertisement to be inserted in a weekly newspaper or,
if such provision applies to a town, city or borough, posted on the
Internet web site of the town, city or borough; but this section shall not
be construed to reduce or otherwise affect the time required by law for
giving such notice. Whenever notice of any action or other proceeding
is required to be given by publication in a newspaper, either by statute
or order of court, the newspaper selected for that purpose, unless
otherwise expressly prescribed, shall be one having a substantial
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circulation in the town in which at least one of the parties, for whose
benefit such notice is given, resides.
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(b) Each provision of the general statutes, the special acts or the
charter of any town, city or borough or district that requires the filing of
any notice by the clerk of any town, city, borough or district, shall be
construed to permit the posting of such notice on the Internet web site
of such town, city, borough or district, in a manner prescribed by such
clerk.
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Sec. 2. Section 1-225 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):

24
25
26
27

(a) As used in this section, "electronic equipment" means any
technology that facilitates real-time public access to and participation in
meetings, including, but not limited to, telephonic, video or other
conferencing platforms.
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[(a)] (b) The meetings of all public agencies, except executive sessions,
as defined in subdivision (6) of section 1-200, shall be open to the public.
Any such meetings may be held by means of electronic equipment or
simultaneously in person and by means of electronic equipment,
provided any such meetings shall allow for the opportunity to provide
comment or testimony, vote and otherwise participate in such meeting,
as applicable. The votes of each member of any such public agency upon
any issue before such public agency shall be reduced to writing and
made available for public inspection within forty-eight hours and shall
also be recorded in the minutes of the [session] meeting at which taken.
Not later than seven days after the date of the [session] meeting to which
such minutes refer, such minutes and any audio or video recording or
transcript taken of such meeting shall be available for public inspection
and posted on such public agency's Internet web site, if available, except
that no public agency of a political subdivision of the state shall be
required to post such minutes, recording or transcript on an Internet
web site. Each public agency shall make, keep and maintain a record of
the proceedings of its meetings.
HB6641 / File No. 547

2

HB6641

File No. 547

46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67

[(b)] (c) Each such public agency of the state shall file not later than
January thirty-first of each year in the office of the Secretary of the State
the schedule of the regular meetings of such public agency for the
ensuing year and shall post such schedule on such public agency's
Internet web site, if available, except that such requirements shall not
apply to the General Assembly, either house thereof or to any committee
thereof. Any other provision of the Freedom of Information Act
notwithstanding, the General Assembly at the commencement of each
regular session in the odd-numbered years, shall adopt, as part of its
joint rules, rules to provide notice to the public of its regular, special,
emergency or interim committee meetings. The chairperson or secretary
of any such public agency of any political subdivision of the state shall
file, not later than January thirty-first of each year, with the clerk of such
subdivision the schedule of regular meetings of such public agency for
the ensuing year, and no such meeting of any such public agency shall
be held sooner than thirty days after such schedule has been filed. The
chief executive officer of any multitown district or agency shall file, not
later than January thirty-first of each year, with the clerk of each
municipal member of such district or agency, the schedule of regular
meetings of such public agency for the ensuing year, and no such
meeting of any such public agency shall be held sooner than thirty days
after such schedule has been filed.
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[(c)] (d) The agenda of the regular meetings of every public agency,
except for the General Assembly, shall be available to the public and
shall be filed, not less than twenty-four hours before the meetings to
which they refer, (1) in such agency's regular office or place of business,
[and] (2) in the office and on the Internet web site of the Secretary of the
State for any such public agency of the state, in the office of the clerk of
such subdivision for any public agency of a political subdivision of the
state or in the office of the clerk of each municipal member of any
multitown district or agency, and (3) on such public agency's Internet
web site. Such agenda shall include instructions for the public, by means
of electronic equipment or in-person, as applicable, to attend and
provide comment, vote or otherwise participate in such meeting, as
applicable. For any such public agency of the state, such agenda shall be
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posted on the public agency's and the Secretary of the State's web sites.
Upon the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members of a public
agency present and voting, any subsequent business not included in
such filed agendas may be considered and acted upon at such meetings.
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[(d)] (e) Notice of each special meeting of every public agency, except
for the General Assembly, either house thereof or any committee
thereof, shall be posted not less than twenty-four hours before the
meeting to which such notice refers on the public agency's Internet web
site, if available, and given not less than twenty-four hours prior to the
time of such meeting by filing a notice of the time and place thereof in
the office of the Secretary of the State for any such public agency of the
state, in the office of the clerk of such subdivision for any public agency
of a political subdivision of the state and in the office of the clerk of each
municipal member for any multitown district or agency. The secretary
or clerk shall cause any notice received under this section to be posted
in his office. Such notice shall be given not less than twenty-four hours
prior to the time of the special meeting; provided, in case of emergency,
except for the General Assembly, either house thereof or any committee
thereof, any such special meeting may be held without complying with
the foregoing requirement for the filing of notice but a copy of the
minutes of every such emergency special meeting adequately setting
forth the nature of the emergency and the proceedings occurring at such
meeting shall be filed with the Secretary of the State, the clerk of such
political subdivision, or the clerk of each municipal member of such
multitown district or agency, as the case may be, not later than seventytwo hours following the holding of such meeting. The notice shall
specify the time and place of the special meeting and the business to be
transacted, and include instructions for the public to, by means of
electronic equipment or in person, as applicable, attend and provide
comment, vote and otherwise participate in the special meeting, as
applicable. No other business shall be considered at such meetings by
such public agency. In addition, such written notice shall be delivered
to the usual place of abode of or by electronic mail to each member of
the public agency so that the same is received prior to such special
meeting. The requirement of delivery of such written notice may be
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dispensed with as to any member who at or prior to the time the meeting
convenes files with the clerk or secretary of the public agency a written
waiver of delivery of such notice. Such waiver may be given by
[telegram] electronic mail. The requirement of delivery of such written
notice may also be dispensed with as to any member who is actually
present at the meeting at the time it convenes. Nothing in this section
shall be construed to prohibit any agency from adopting more stringent
notice requirements.
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[(e)] (f) No member of the public shall be required, as a condition to
attendance at a meeting of any such body, to register the member's
name, or furnish other information, or complete a questionnaire or
otherwise fulfill any condition precedent to the member's attendance.
Any member of a public agency or the public who participates orally in
a meeting of a public agency conducted by means of electronic
equipment shall state such member's name and title, if applicable, at the
outset of each occasion that such member participates orally during an
uninterrupted dialogue or series of questions and answers.
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[(f)] (g) A public agency may hold an executive session, as defined in
subdivision (6) of section 1-200, upon an affirmative vote of two-thirds
of the members of such body present and voting, taken at a public
meeting and stating the reasons for such executive session, as defined in
section 1-200.
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[(g)] (h) In determining the time within which or by when a notice,
agenda, record of votes or minutes of a special meeting or an emergency
special meeting are required to be filed under this section, Saturdays,
Sundays, legal holidays and any day on which the office of the agency,
the Secretary of the State or the clerk of the applicable political
subdivision or the clerk of each municipal member of any multitown
district or agency, as the case may be, is closed, shall be excluded.
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Sec. 3. Section 7-1 of the general statutes is repealed and the following
is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):

147

(a) As used in this section, "electronic equipment" means any
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technology that facilitates real-time public access to and participation in
meetings, including, but not limited to, telephonic, video or other
conferencing platforms.
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[(a)] (b) Except as otherwise provided by law, there shall be held in
each town, annually, a town meeting for the transaction of business
proper to come before such meeting, which meeting shall be designated
as the annual town meeting. Special town meetings may be convened
when the selectmen deem it necessary, and they shall warn a special
town meeting on application of twenty inhabitants qualified to vote in
town meetings, such meeting to be held within twenty-one days after
receiving such application. Any town meeting may be held by means of
electronic equipment or simultaneously in person and by means of
electronic equipment, provided any such meeting shall allow for the
opportunity to provide comment or testimony, vote and otherwise
participate in such meeting, as applicable. Any town meeting may be
adjourned from time to time as the interest of the town requires.
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[(b)] (c) Where any town's public buildings do not contain adequate
space for holding annual or special town meetings, any such town may
hold any such meeting outside the boundaries of the town, provided
such meetings are held at the nearest practical locations to the town.
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Sec. 4. Section 7-6 of the general statutes is repealed and the following
is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):
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At any town meeting other than a regular or special town election or
at any meeting of any fire, sewer or school district or any other
municipal subdivision of any town incorporated by any special act, any
person who is an elector of such town may vote and any citizen of the
United States of the age of eighteen years or more who, jointly or
severally, is liable to the town, district or subdivision for taxes assessed
against him on an assessment of not less than one thousand dollars on
the last-completed grand list of such town, district or subdivision, or
who would be so liable if not entitled to an exemption under subdivision
(17), (19), (22), (23), (25) or (26) of section 12-81, may vote, unless
restricted by the provisions of any special act relating to such town,
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district or subdivision. Any such meeting may be held by means of
electronic equipment or simultaneously in person and by means of
electronic equipment, provided any such meeting shall allow for the
opportunity to vote, as applicable. As used in this section, "electronic
equipment" means any technology that facilitates real-time public
access to and participation in meetings, including, but not limited to,
telephonic, video or other conferencing platforms.
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Sec. 5. Section 7-34a of the general statutes is amended by adding
subsection (f) as follows (Effective October 1, 2021):
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(NEW) (f) Any town clerk who receives a fee pursuant to this section
shall permit the payment of such fee on an Internet web site designated
by the clerk, in a manner prescribed by the clerk.
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Sec. 6. Section 7-51a of the general statutes is amended by adding
subsection (e) as follows (Effective October 1, 2021):
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(NEW) (e) Any registrar of vital statistics who receives payment
pursuant to this section shall permit such payment to be made on an
Internet web site designated by the registrar, in a manner prescribed by
the registrar.
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Sec. 7. (NEW) (Effective October 1, 2021) For the purposes of sections
7-148j, 7-148k, 7-148bb, 7-148ii and 7-152b of the general statutes, as
amended by this act, "electronic equipment" means any technology that
facilitates real-time communication between two or more individuals,
including, but not limited to, telephonic, video and other conferencing
platforms.
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Sec. 8. Section 7-148j of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):
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Any board, commission, council, committee or other agency
established or designated pursuant to sections 7-148i to 7-148n,
inclusive, and subparagraph (B) of subdivision (9) of subsection (c) of
section 7-148, may be given the following powers: (1) The power to issue
subpoenas or subpoenas duces tecum, enforceable upon application to
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the Superior Court, to compel the attendance of persons at hearings
either in person or by means of electronic equipment and the production
of books, documents, records and papers; (2) the power to issue written
interrogatories and require written answers under oath thereto,
enforceable upon application to the Superior Court; (3) the power to
hold hearings relating to any allegation of discriminatory practice which
it has found reasonable cause to believe has occurred and to issue any
appropriate orders including those authorized by section 46a-86; and (4)
the power to petition the Superior Court for enforcement of any order
issued by it upon a finding that a violation of the local code of prohibited
discriminatory practices has occurred, including the power to petition
the Superior Court for temporary injunctive relief upon a finding that
irreparable harm to the complainant will otherwise occur or for any
other relief authorized by sections 46a-89 and 46a-90a.
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Sec. 9. Section 7-148k of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):
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Any complaint filed pursuant to sections 7-148i to 7-148n, inclusive,
and subparagraph (B) of subdivision (9) of subsection (c) of section 7148 shall be made under oath. No finding of a violation of a local code
of prohibited discriminatory practices shall be made except after a
hearing conducted in person or by means of electronic equipment. The
respondent at any such hearing shall be given reasonable advance
written notice of the hearing, shall be entitled to be represented by
counsel, and shall be permitted to testify and present and cross-examine
witnesses. The decision resulting from the hearing shall be in writing
and shall include written findings of the facts upon which the decision
is based.
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Sec. 10. Section 7-148bb of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):
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Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes or any special
act, municipal charter or home rule ordinance, the chief elected officials
of two or more municipalities may initiate a process for such
municipalities to enter into an agreement to share revenues received for
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payment of real and personal property taxes. The agreement shall be
prepared pursuant to negotiations and shall contain all provisions on
which there is mutual agreement between the municipalities, including,
but not limited to, specification of the tax revenues to be shared,
collection and uses of such shared revenue. The agreement shall
establish procedures for amendment, termination and withdrawal. The
negotiations shall include an opportunity for public participation. Such
participation may take place in person, in writing or by means of
electronic equipment. The agreement shall be approved by each
municipality that is a party to the agreement by resolution of the
legislative body. As used in this section "legislative body" means the
council, commission, board, body or town meeting, by whatever name
it may be known, having or exercising the general legislative powers
and functions of a municipality and "municipality" means any town, city
or borough, consolidated town and city or consolidated town and
borough.

261
262

Sec. 11. Section 7-148ii of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):
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(a) Any person who, on or after October 1, 2011, commences an action
to foreclose a mortgage on residential property shall register such
property with the town clerk of the municipality in which the property
is located at the time and place of the recording of the notice of lis
pendens as to the residential property being foreclosed in accordance
with section 52-325. Such registration may be completed electronically
in a manner prescribed by such clerk and shall be maintained by the
municipality separate and apart from the land records.
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(b) Registration made pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall
contain (1) the name, address, telephone number and electronic mail
address of the plaintiff in the foreclosure action and, if such plaintiff is
an entity or an individual who resides out-of-state, the name, address,
telephone number and electronic mail address of a direct contact in the
state, provided such a direct contact is available; (2) the name, address,
telephone number and electronic mail address of the person, local
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property maintenance company or other entity serving as such
plaintiff's contact with the municipality for any matters concerning the
residential property; and (3) the following heading in at least ten-point
boldface capital letters: NOTICE TO MUNICIPALITY: REGISTRATION
OF PROPERTY BEING FORECLOSED. The plaintiff in the foreclosure
action shall indicate on such registration whether it prefers to be
contacted by first class mail or electronic mail and the preferred
addresses for such communications. Such plaintiff shall report to the
town clerk of the municipality in which the property is located, by mail,
electronic mail or other form of delivery, any change in the information
provided on the registration not later than thirty days following the date
of the change of information. At the time of registration, such plaintiff
shall pay a land record filing fee to the municipality as specified in
section 7-34a, as amended by this act.
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(c) Any person in whom title to a residential property has vested on
or after October 1, 2011, through a foreclosure action pursuant to
sections 49-16 to 49-21, inclusive, or 49-26, shall register such property,
in accordance with subsection (d) of this section, with the municipality
in which such property is located not later than fifteen days after
absolute title vests in such person. If such person is the plaintiff in the
foreclosure action, such person shall, prior to the expiration of such
fifteen-day period, update the registration with any change in
registration information for purposes of complying with said subsection
(d). The updated registration shall include the following heading in at
least ten-point boldface capital letters: NOTICE TO MUNICIPALITY:
UPDATED REGISTRATION FOR PROPERTY ACQUIRED THROUGH
FORECLOSURE.
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(d) Registration made pursuant to subsection (c) of this section shall
be mailed, sent by electronic mail or delivered to the town clerk of the
municipality in which the residential property is located and include (1)
the name, address, telephone number and electronic mail address of the
registrant and, if the registrant is an entity or an individual who resides
out-of-state, the name, address, telephone number and electronic mail
address of a direct contact in the state, provided such a direct contact is
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available; (2) the date on which absolute title vested in the registrant; (3)
the name, address, telephone number and electronic mail address of the
person, local property maintenance company or other entity responsible
for the security and maintenance of the residential property; and (4) the
following heading in at least ten-point boldface capital letters: NOTICE
TO MUNICIPALITY: REGISTRATION OF PROPERTY ACQUIRED
THROUGH FORECLOSURE. The registration, or updated registration,
shall be accompanied by a land record filing fee payable to the
municipality as specified in section 7-34a, as amended by this act. The
registrant shall report to the town clerk by mail, electronic mail or other
form of delivery any change in the information provided on the
registration not later than thirty days from the date of the change in
information.
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(e) If a registrant required to register pursuant to subsection (c) of this
section fails to comply with any provision of the general statutes or of
any municipal ordinance concerning the repair or maintenance of real
estate, including, without limitation, an ordinance relating to the
prevention of housing blight pursuant to subparagraph (H)(xv) of
subdivision (7) of subsection (c) of section 7-148, the maintenance of safe
and sanitary housing as provided in subparagraph (A) of subdivision
(7) of subsection (c) of section 7-148, or the abatement of nuisances as
provided in subparagraph (E) of subdivision (7) of subsection (c) of
section 7-148, the municipality may issue a notice to the registrant citing
the conditions on such property that violate such provisions. Such
notice shall be sent by either first class or electronic mail, or both, and
shall be sent to the address or addresses of the registrant identified on
the registration. A copy of such notice shall be sent by first class mail or
electronic mail to the person, property maintenance company or other
entity responsible for the security and maintenance of the residential
property designated on the registration. Such notice shall comply with
section 7-148gg.
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(f) The notice described in subsection (e) of this section shall provide
a date, reasonable under the circumstances, by which the registrant shall
remedy the condition or conditions on such registrant's property. If the
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registrant, registrant's contact or registrant's agent does not remedy the
condition or conditions on such registrant's property before the date
following the date specified in such notice, the municipality may enforce
its rights under the relevant provisions of the general statutes or of any
municipal ordinance.
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(g) A municipality shall only impose registration requirements upon
registrants and plaintiffs in foreclosure actions in accordance with this
section, except that any municipal registration requirements effective on
or before October 1, 2009, shall remain effective.
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(h) Any plaintiff in a foreclosure action who fails to register in
accordance with this section shall be subject to a civil penalty of one
hundred dollars for each violation, up to a maximum of five thousand
dollars. Each property for which there has been a failure to register shall
constitute a separate violation.
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(i) Any person in whom title to a residential property has vested on
or after October 1, 2011, through a foreclosure action pursuant to
sections 49-16 to 49-21, inclusive, or 49-26, and who has not registered
in accordance with subsection (c) of this section within thirty days of
absolute title vesting in such owner shall be subject to a civil penalty of
two hundred fifty dollars for each violation, up to a maximum of
twenty-five thousand dollars. Each property for which there has been a
failure to register shall constitute a separate violation.
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(j) An authorized official of the municipality may file a civil action in
Superior Court to collect the penalties imposed pursuant to subsections
(h) and (i) of this section, which penalties shall be payable to the
treasurer of such municipality. Such penalties shall not create or
constitute a lien against the residential property.
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(k) Neither the registration by a foreclosing party nor the failure to
register in accordance with subsection (a) of this section shall imply or
create any legal obligations on the part of the foreclosing party to repair,
maintain or secure the residential property for which a registration is
required prior to the time that title passes to the foreclosing party.
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Sec. 12. Section 7-152b of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):
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(a) Any town, city or borough may establish by ordinance a parking
violation hearing procedure in accordance with this section. The
Superior Court shall be authorized to enforce the assessments and
judgments provided for under this section.
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(b) The chief executive officer of the town, city or borough shall
appoint one or more parking violation hearing officers, other than
policemen or persons who issue parking tickets or work in the police
department, to conduct the hearings authorized by this section.
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(c) A town, city or borough may, at any time within two years from
the expiration of the final period for the uncontested payment of fines,
penalties, costs or fees for any alleged violation under any ordinance
adopted pursuant to section 7-148 or sections 14-305 to 14-308, inclusive,
send notice to the motor vehicle operator, if known, or the registered
owner of the motor vehicle by first class mail at his address according
to the registration records of the Department of Motor Vehicles or by
electronic mail, if the operator or owner's electronic mail address is
known. Such notice shall inform the operator or owner: (1) Of the
allegations against him and the amount of the fines, penalties, costs or
fees due; (2) that he may contest his liability before a parking violations
hearing officer by delivering in person, by electronic mail or by mail
written notice within ten days of the date thereof; (3) that if he does not
demand such a hearing, an assessment and judgment shall enter against
him; and (4) that such judgment may issue without further notice.
Whenever a violation of such an ordinance occurs, proof of the
registration number of the motor vehicle involved shall be prima facie
evidence in all proceedings provided for in this section that the owner
of such vehicle was the operator thereof; provided, the liability of a
lessee under section 14-107 shall apply.
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(d) If the person who is sent notice pursuant to subsection (c) of this
section wishes to admit liability for any alleged violation, such person
may, without requesting a hearing, pay the full amount of the fines,
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penalties, costs or fees admitted to in person or by mail to an official
designated by the town, city or borough. Such payment shall be
inadmissible in any proceeding, civil or criminal, to establish the
conduct of such person or other person making the payment. Any
person who does not [deliver or mail written demand for] demand a
hearing within ten days of the date of the first notice provided for in
subsection (c) of this section shall be deemed to have admitted liability,
and the designated town official shall certify such person's failure to
respond to the hearing officer. The hearing officer shall thereupon enter
and assess the fines, penalties, costs or fees provided for by the
applicable ordinances and shall follow the procedures set forth in
subsection (f) of this section.
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(e) Any person who requests a hearing shall be given written notice
of the date, time and place for the hearing. Such hearing shall be held
not less than fifteen days nor more than thirty days from the date of the
mailing of notice, provided the hearing officer shall grant upon good
cause shown any reasonable request by any interested party for
postponement or continuance. An original or certified copy of the initial
notice of violation issued by a policeman or other issuing officer shall be
filed and retained by the town, city or borough, be deemed to be a
business record within the scope of section 52-180 and be evidence of
the facts contained therein. The presence of the policeman or issuing
officer shall be required at the hearing if such person so requests. A
person wishing to contest his liability shall appear at the hearing in
person or by means of electronic equipment, and may present evidence
in his behalf. A designated town official, other than the hearing officer,
may present evidence on behalf of the town. If such person fails to
appear, the hearing officer may enter an assessment by default against
him upon a finding of proper notice and liability under the applicable
statutes or ordinances. The hearing officer may accept from such person
copies of police reports, Department of Motor Vehicles documents and
other official documents by mail and may determine thereby that the
appearance of such person is unnecessary. The hearing officer shall
conduct the hearing in the order and form and with such methods of
proof as he deems fair and appropriate. The rules regarding the
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admissibility of evidence shall not be strictly applied, but all testimony
shall be given under oath or affirmation. The hearing officer shall
announce his decision at the end of the hearing. If he determines that
the person is not liable, he shall dismiss the matter and enter his
determination in writing accordingly. If he determines that the person
is liable for the violation, he shall forthwith enter and assess the fines,
penalties, costs or fees against such person as provided by the applicable
ordinances of that town, city or borough.
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(f) If such assessment is not paid on the date of its entry, the hearing
officer shall send by first class mail a notice of the assessment to the
person found liable and shall file, not less than thirty days or more than
twelve months after such mailing, a certified copy of the notice of
assessment with the clerk of a superior court facility designated by the
Chief Court Administrator together with an entry fee of eight dollars.
The certified copy of the notice of assessment shall constitute a record
of assessment. Within such twelve-month period, assessments against
the same person may be accrued and filed as one record of assessment.
The clerk shall enter judgment, in the amount of such record of
assessment and court costs of eight dollars, against such person in favor
of the town, city or borough. Notwithstanding any provision of the
general statutes, the hearing officer's assessment, when so entered as a
judgment, shall have the effect of a civil money judgment and a levy of
execution on such judgment may issue without further notice to such
person.
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(g) A person against whom an assessment has been entered pursuant
to this section is entitled to judicial review by way of appeal. An appeal
shall be instituted within thirty days of the mailing of notice of such
assessment by filing a petition to reopen assessment, together with an
entry fee in an amount equal to the entry fee for a small claims case
pursuant to section 52-259, at the Superior Court facility designated by
the Chief Court Administrator, which shall entitle such person to a
hearing in accordance with the rules of the judges of the Superior Court.
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Sec. 13. Section 7-245 of the general statutes is repealed and the
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following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):
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For the purposes of this chapter: (1) "Acquire a sewerage system"
means obtain title to all or any part of a sewerage system or any interest
therein by purchase, condemnation, grant, gift, lease, rental or
otherwise; (2) "alternative sewage treatment system" means a sewage
treatment system serving one or more buildings that utilizes a method
of treatment other than a subsurface sewage disposal system and that
involves a discharge to the groundwaters of the state; (3) "community
sewerage system" means any sewerage system serving two or more
residences in separate structures which is not connected to a municipal
sewerage system or which is connected to a municipal sewerage system
as a distinct and separately managed district or segment of such system;
(4) "construct a sewerage system" means to acquire land, easements,
rights-of-way or any other real or personal property or any interest
therein, plan, construct, reconstruct, equip, extend and enlarge all or any
part of a sewerage system; (5) "decentralized system" means managed
subsurface sewage disposal systems, managed alternative sewage
treatment systems or community sewerage systems that discharge
sewage flows of less than five thousand gallons per day, are used to
collect and treat domestic sewage, and involve a discharge to the
groundwaters of the state from areas of a municipality; (6)
"decentralized wastewater management district" means areas of a
municipality designated by the municipality through a municipal
ordinance when an engineering report has determined that the existing
subsurface sewage disposal systems may be detrimental to public health
or the environment and that decentralized systems are required and
such report is approved by the Commissioner of Energy and
Environmental Protection with concurring approval by the
Commissioner of Public Health, after consultation with the local
director of health; (7) "electronic equipment" means any technology that
facilitates real-time communication between two or more individuals,
including, but not limited to, telephonic, video and other conferencing
platforms; (8) "municipality" means any metropolitan district, town,
consolidated town and city, consolidated town and borough, city,
borough, village, fire and sewer district, sewer district and each
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municipal organization having authority to levy and collect taxes; [(8)]
(9) "operate a sewerage system" means own, use, equip, reequip, repair,
maintain, supervise, manage, operate and perform any act pertinent to
the collection, transportation and disposal of sewage; [(9)] (10) "person"
means any person, partnership, corporation, limited liability company,
association or public agency; [(10)] (11) "remediation standards" means
pollutant limits, performance requirements, design parameters or
technical standards for application to existing sewage discharges in a
decentralized wastewater management district for the improvement of
wastewater treatment to protect public health and the environment;
[(11)] (12) "sewage" means any substance, liquid or solid, which may
contaminate or pollute or affect the cleanliness or purity of any water;
and [(12)] (13) "sewerage system" means any device, equipment,
appurtenance, facility and method for collecting, transporting,
receiving, treating, disposing of or discharging sewage, including, but
not limited to, decentralized systems within a decentralized wastewater
management district when such district is established by municipal
ordinance pursuant to section 7-247.
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Sec. 14. Section 7-255 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):
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(a) The water pollution control authority may establish and revise fair
and reasonable charges for connection with and for the use of a
sewerage system. The owner of property against which any such
connection or use charge is levied shall be liable for the payment thereof.
Municipally-owned and other tax-exempt property which uses the
sewerage system shall be subject to such charges under the same
conditions as are the owners of other property, but nothing herein shall
be deemed to authorize the levying of any property tax by any
municipality against any property exempt by the general statutes from
property taxation. No charge for connection with or for the use of a
sewerage system shall be established or revised until after a public
hearing before the water pollution control authority at which the owner
of property against which the charges are to be levied shall have an
opportunity to be heard concerning the proposed charges. Such hearing
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may be conducted in person or by means of electronic equipment.
Notice of the time, place and purpose of such hearing shall be published
at least ten days before the date thereof [in a newspaper having a general
circulation in the municipality] on the Internet web site of the
municipality. A copy of the proposed charges shall be on file in the office
of the clerk of the municipality and available for inspection by the public
for at least ten days before the date of such hearing. When the water
pollution control authority has established or revised such charges, it
shall file a copy thereof in the office of the clerk of the municipality and,
not later than five days after such filing, shall cause the same to be
published [in a newspaper having a general circulation in the
municipality] on the Internet web site of the municipality. Such
publication shall state the date on which such charges were filed and the
time and manner of paying such charges and shall state that any appeals
from such charges must be taken within twenty-one days after such
filing. In establishing or revising such charges the water pollution
control authority may classify the property connected or to be connected
with the sewer system and the users of such system, including
categories of industrial users, and may give consideration to any factors
relating to the kind, quality or extent of use of any such property or
classification of property or users including, but not limited to, (1) the
volume of water discharged to the sewerage system, (2) the type or size
of building connected with the sewerage system, (3) the number of
plumbing fixtures connected with the sewerage system, (4) the number
of persons customarily using the property served by the sewerage
system, (5) in the case of commercial or industrial property, the average
number of employees and guests using the property and (6) the quality
and character of the material discharged into the sewerage system. The
water pollution control authority may establish minimum charges for
connection with and for the use of a sewerage system. Any person
aggrieved by any charge for connection with or for the use of a sewerage
system may appeal to the superior court for the judicial district wherein
the municipality is located and shall bring any such appeal to a return
day of said court not less than twelve or more than thirty days after
service thereof. The judgment of the court shall be final.
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(b) Any municipality may, by ordinance, provide for the payment to
the water pollution control authority by such municipality of the whole
or a portion of such charges for specified classifications of property or
users, provided such classifications are established by the water
pollution control authority in accordance with the provisions of
subsection (a) of this section and meet the requirements of the federal
Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972, P.L. 92-500, as
amended from time to time. [amended.]
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(c) Any municipality may, by ordinance, provide for optional
methods of payment of sewer use charges to the water pollution control
authority by (1) elderly taxpayers who are eligible for tax relief under
the provisions of section 12-129b, section 12-170aa, as amended by this
act, or a plan of tax relief for elderly taxpayers provided by such
municipality in accordance with section 12-129n or (2) any taxpayer
under the age of sixty-five who is eligible for tax relief under the
provisions of a plan for tax relief provided by such municipality in
accordance with subdivision (2) of section 12-129n.
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Sec. 15. Section 7-257 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):
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The water pollution control authority may order the owner of any
building to which a sewerage system is available to connect such
building with the system or order the owner to construct and connect
the building to an alternative sewage treatment system. No such order
shall be issued until after a public hearing with respect thereto is
conducted in person or by means of electronic equipment after due
notice in writing to such property owner. Any owner aggrieved by such
an order may, within twenty-one days, appeal to the superior court for
the judicial district wherein the municipality is located. Such appeal
shall be brought to a return day of said court not less than twelve or
more than thirty days after service thereof. The judgment of the court
shall be final. If any owner fails to comply with an order to connect, the
water pollution control authority shall cause the connection to be made
and shall assess the expense thereof against such owner.
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Sec. 16. Section 7-344 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):
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(a) Not less than two weeks before the annual town meeting, the
board shall hold a public hearing, at which itemized estimates of the
expenditures of the town for the ensuing fiscal year shall be presented
and at which all persons shall be heard in regard to any appropriation
which they are desirous that the board should recommend or reject. The
board shall, after such public hearing, hold a public meeting at which it
shall consider the estimates so presented and any other matters brought
to its attention and shall thereupon prepare and cause to be published
in a newspaper in such town, if any, otherwise in a newspaper having a
substantial circulation in such town, a report in a form prescribed by the
Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management containing: (1) An
itemized statement of all actual receipts from all sources of such town
during its last fiscal year; (2) an itemized statement by classification of
all actual expenditures during the same year; (3) an itemized estimate of
anticipated revenues during the ensuing fiscal year from each source
other than from local property taxes and an estimate of the amount
which should be raised by local property taxation for such ensuing fiscal
year; (4) an itemized estimate of expenditures of such town for such
ensuing fiscal year; and (5) the amount of revenue surplus or deficit of
the town at the beginning of the fiscal year for which estimates are being
prepared; provided any town which, according to the most recent
federal census, has a population of less than five thousand may, by
ordinance, waive such publication requirement, in which case the board
shall provide for the printing or mimeographing of copies of such report
in a number equal to ten per cent of the population of such town
according to such federal census, which copies shall be available for
distribution five days before the annual budget meeting of such town.
The board shall submit such estimate with its recommendations to the
annual town meeting next ensuing, and such meeting shall take action
upon such estimate and recommendations, and make such specific
appropriations as appear advisable, but no appropriation shall be made
exceeding in amount that for the same purpose recommended by the
board and no appropriation shall be made for any purpose not
HB6641 / File No. 547

20

HB6641

File No. 547

651
652
653
654
655
656
657
658
659
660
661
662
663
664
665
666
667
668
669
670
671
672

recommended by the board. Such estimate and recommendations may
include, if submitted to a vote by voting tabulator, questions to indicate
whether the budget is too high or too low. The vote on such questions
shall be for advisory purposes only, and not binding upon the board.
Immediately after the board of assessment appeals has finished its
duties and the grand list has been completed, the board of finance shall
meet and, with due provision for estimated uncollectible taxes,
abatements and corrections, shall lay such tax on such list as shall be
sufficient, in addition to the other estimated yearly income of such town
and in addition to such revenue surplus, if any, as may be appropriated,
not only to pay the expenses of the town for such current year, but also
to absorb the revenue deficit of such town, if any, at the beginning of
such current year. The board shall prescribe the method by which and
the place where all records and books of accounts of the town, or of any
department or subdivision thereof, shall be kept. The provisions of this
section shall not be construed as preventing a town from making further
appropriations upon the recommendation of its board of finance at a
special town meeting held after the annual town meeting and prior to
the laying of the tax for the current year, and any appropriations made
at such special town meeting shall be included in the amount to be
raised by the tax laid by the board of finance under the provisions of this
section.

673
674
675
676
677
678

(b) Any hearing or meeting held pursuant to this section may be held
by means of electronic equipment or simultaneously in person and by
means of electronic equipment. Any hearing or meeting held by means
of electronic equipment shall permit the opportunity to provide
comment or testimony, vote and otherwise participate in such hearing
or meeting, as applicable.
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680

Sec. 17. Section 8-2a of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):
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The secretary or clerk of each regulatory board of a political
subdivision of the state, adopting subdivision or zoning regulations
pursuant to the general statutes or a special act, shall publish such
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regulations on the Internet web site of the subdivision and make printed
copies of such regulations available to the public at a reasonable price
upon request.
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688

Sec. 18. Section 12-111 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):
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(a) Any person, including any lessee of real property whose lease has
been recorded as provided in section 47-19 and who is bound under the
terms of a lease to pay real property taxes and any person to whom title
to such property has been transferred since the assessment date,
claiming to be aggrieved by the doings of the assessors of such town
may appeal therefrom to the board of assessment appeals. Such appeal
shall be filed [,] in writing [,] or by electronic mail in a manner prescribed
by such board on or before February twentieth. The [written] appeal
shall include, but is not limited to, the property owner's name, name and
position of the signer, description of the property which is the subject of
the appeal, name, [and] mailing address and electronic mail address of
the party to be sent all correspondence by the board of assessment
appeals, reason for the appeal, appellant's estimate of value, signature
of property owner, or duly authorized agent of the property owner, and
date of signature. The board shall notify each aggrieved taxpayer who
filed [a written] an appeal in the proper form and in a timely manner,
no later than March first immediately following the assessment date, of
the date, time and place of the appeal hearing. Such notice shall be sent
no later than seven calendar days preceding the hearing date except that
the board may elect not to conduct an appeal hearing for any
commercial, industrial, utility or apartment property with an assessed
value greater than one million dollars. The board shall, not later than
March first, notify the appellant that the board has elected not to
conduct an appeal hearing. An appellant whose appeal will not be heard
by the board may appeal directly to the Superior Court pursuant to
section 12-117a. The board shall determine all appeals for which the
board conducts an appeal hearing and send written notification of the
final determination of such appeals to each such person within one week
after such determination has been made. Such written notification shall
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include information describing the property owner's right to appeal the
determination of such board. Such board may equalize and adjust the
grand list of such town and may increase or decrease the assessment of
any taxable property or interest therein and may add an assessment for
property omitted by the assessors which should be added thereto; and
may add to the grand list the name of any person omitted by the
assessors and owning taxable property in such town, placing therein all
property liable to taxation which it has reason to believe is owned by
such person, at the percentage of its actual valuation, as determined by
the assessors in accordance with the provisions of sections 12-64 and 1271, from the best information that it can obtain, and if such property
should have been included in the declaration, as required by section 1242 or 12-43, it shall add thereto twenty-five per cent of such assessment;
but, before proceeding to increase the assessment of any person or to
add to the grand list the name of any person so omitted, it shall mail to
such person, postage paid, at least one week before making such
increase or addition, a written or printed notice addressed to such
person at the town in which such person resides, to appear before such
board and show cause why such increase or addition should not be
made. When the board increases or decreases the gross assessment of
any taxable real property or interest therein, the amount of such gross
assessment shall be fixed until the assessment year in which the
municipality next implements a revaluation of all real property
pursuant to section 12-62, unless the assessor increases or decreases the
gross assessment of the property to (1) comply with an order of a court
of jurisdiction, (2) reflect an addition for new construction, (3) reflect a
reduction for damage or demolition, or (4) correct a factual error by
issuance of a certificate of correction. Notwithstanding the provisions of
this subsection, if, prior to the next revaluation, the assessor increases or
decreases a gross assessment established by the board for any other
reason, the assessor shall submit a written explanation to the board
setting forth the reason for such increase or decrease. The assessor shall
also append the written explanation to the property card for the real
estate parcel whose gross assessment was increased or decreased.
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(b) If an extension is granted to any assessor or board of assessors
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pursuant to section 12-117, as amended by this act, the date by which a
taxpayer shall be required to submit a [written] request for appeal to the
board of assessment appeals shall be extended to March twentieth and
said board shall conduct hearings regarding such requests during the
month of April. The board shall send notification to the taxpayer of the
time and date of an appeal hearing at least seven calendar days
preceding the hearing date, but no later than the first day of April. If the
board elects not to hear an appeal for commercial, industrial, utility or
apartment property described in subsection (a) of this section, the board
shall notify the taxpayer of such decision no later than the first day of
April.
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Sec. 19. Section 12-113 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):
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The board of assessment appeals may reduce the assessment of any
person as reflected on the grand list by reducing the valuation, number,
quantity or amount of any item of estate therein, or by deleting any item
which ought not to be retained in it, provided any such reduction or
deletion shall be recorded in the minutes of the meeting of said board.
The board of assessment appeals shall not reduce the valuation or
assessment of property on the grand list belonging to any person who
does not appear at a hearing before the board of assessment appeals,
either in person or by such person's attorney or agent, and offer or
consent to be sworn before it and answer all questions touching such
person's taxable property situated in the town. The board of assessment
appeals may conduct any meeting or hearing described in this section
by means of electronic equipment, provided such hearing or meeting is
conducted in accordance with all other applicable provisions of law. For
the purposes of this section, a person is deemed to have appeared at a
hearing in person if such person or such person's attorney or agent
attends by means of electronic equipment. As used in this section,
"electronic equipment" means any technology that facilitates real-time
access to and participation in meetings and hearings, including, but not
limited to, telephonic, video or other conferencing platforms.
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786
787

Sec. 20. Section 12-117 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):

788
789
790
791
792
793
794
795
796
797
798
799

(a) The period prescribed by law for the completion of the duties of
any assessor, board of assessors or board of assessment appeals may, for
due cause shown, be extended by the chief executive officer of the town
for a period not exceeding one month, and in the case of the board of
assessment appeals in any town in the assessment year in which a
revaluation, pursuant to section 12-62, is required to be effective, such
period shall be extended by said chief executive officer for a period not
exceeding two months. Not later than two weeks after granting an
extension as provided under this subsection, the chief executive officer
shall send [written] notice of the extension to the Secretary of the Office
of Policy and Management by mail or electronic mail in a manner
prescribed by the secretary.
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(b) If, in the assessment year in which a revaluation is required to be
effective, the Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management
determines, on the basis of information provided [, in writing,] by the
board of assessment appeals and the chief executive officer, that the
number of appeals pending before such board is such as to preclude fair
and equitable consideration of such appeals within the extended period
of time provided under subsection (a) of this section, the secretary may
authorize a postponement of the implementation of said revaluation
until the assessment day next ensuing. If the secretary authorizes such
postponement, the town shall not be subject to the penalty provisions of
subsection (d) of section 12-62. Upon receipt of the secretary's notice of
authorization, the assessor shall revise the real property grand list for
the assessment year with respect to which such postponement is
applicable, to reflect assessments for such property effective in the
assessment year immediately preceding. The real property grand list
from which such appeals are taken shall then become the real property
grand list for the assessment day next ensuing, subject only to transfers
of ownership, additions for new construction, reductions for
demolitions and such adjustments as are authorized by the board of
assessment appeals, unless the assessor revalues all real property for
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said assessment day in accordance with section 12-62. The secretary
shall not grant an authorization to a town, pursuant to this subsection,
in consecutive years.
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(c) During any assessment year in which the provisions of subsection
(b) of this section become applicable, the assessor or board of assessors
shall, not later than thirty days after the date on which the Secretary of
the Office of Policy and Management authorizes the postponement of
revaluation, complete the grand list as required by subsection (b) of this
section. An increase notice shall be prepared in the manner prescribed
by section 12-55, and, [mailed,] not later than the tenth day after the
completion of said grand list, mailed or sent by electronic mail to each
owner whose property valuation on said grand list increased above the
valuation of such property in the last-preceding assessment year.
Notwithstanding the provisions of section 12-112, any owner may
appeal such increase to the board of assessment appeals not later than
thirty days after the date of such notice. If the assessor or board of
assessors fails to comply with the notice requirements in this subsection,
any such increase shall not take effect until the next succeeding
assessment date.
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Sec. 21. Subsection (a) of section 12-170f of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October
1, 2021):
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(a) Any renter, believing himself or herself to be entitled to a grant
under section 12-170d for any calendar year, shall apply for such grant
to the assessor of the municipality in which the renter resides or to the
duly authorized agent of such assessor or municipality on or after April
first and not later than October first of each year with respect to such
grant for the calendar year preceding each such year. [,] Such
application shall be made on a form prescribed and furnished by the
Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management [to the assessor] or
electronically in a manner prescribed by the secretary. A renter may
apply to the secretary prior to December fifteenth of the claim year for
an extension of the application period. The secretary may grant such
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extension in the case of extenuating circumstance due to illness or
incapacitation as evidenced by a certificate signed by a physician or an
advanced practice registered nurse to that extent, or if the secretary
determines there is good cause for doing so. A renter making such
application shall present to such assessor or agent, in substantiation of
the renter's application, a copy of the renter's federal income tax return,
and if not required to file a federal income tax return, such other
evidence of qualifying income, receipts for money received, or cancelled
checks, or copies thereof, and any other evidence the assessor or such
agent may require. When the assessor or agent is satisfied that the
applying renter is entitled to a grant, such assessor or agent shall issue
a certificate of grant in such form as the secretary may prescribe and
supply showing the amount of the grant due.
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Sec. 22. Section 12-170g of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):

868
869
870
871
872
873
874
875
876
877
878
879

Any person aggrieved by the action of the assessor or agent in fixing
the amount of the grant under section 12-170f, as amended by this act,
or in disapproving the claim therefor may apply to the Secretary of the
Office of Policy and Management in writing or electronically in a
manner prescribed by the secretary, within thirty business days from
the date of notice given to such person by the assessor or agent, giving
notice of such grievance. The secretary shall promptly consider such
notice and may grant or deny the relief requested, provided such
decision shall be made not later than thirty business days after the
receipt of such notice. If the relief is denied, the applicant shall be
notified forthwith, and the applicant may appeal the decision of the
secretary in accordance with the provisions of section 12-120b.
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Sec. 23. Subsection (a) of section 12-170w of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October
1, 2021):
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(a) No claim shall be accepted under section 12-170v unless the
taxpayer or authorized agent of such taxpayer files an application with
the assessor of the municipality in which the property is located, [in such
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form and manner as the assessor may prescribe,] during the period from
February first to and including May fifteenth of any year in which
benefits are first claimed. [, including] Such application shall be made in
writing or electronically in a manner prescribed by the assessor, and
shall include such information as is necessary to substantiate such claim
in accordance with requirements in such application. A taxpayer may
make application to the assessor in writing or electronically in a manner
prescribed by the assessor prior to August fifteenth of the claim year for
an extension of the application period. The assessor may grant such
extension in the case of extenuating circumstance due to illness or
incapacitation as evidenced by a certificate signed by a physician or an
advanced practice registered nurse to that extent, or if the assessor
determines there is good cause for doing so. The taxpayer shall present
to the assessor a paper or electronic copy of such taxpayer's federal
income tax return and the federal income tax return of such taxpayer's
spouse, if filed separately, for such taxpayer's taxable year ending
immediately prior to the submission of the taxpayer's application, or if
not required to file a federal income tax return, such other evidence of
qualifying income in respect to such taxable year as the assessor may
require. Each such application, together with the federal income tax
return and any other information submitted in relation thereto, shall be
examined by the assessor and a determination shall be made as to
whether the application is approved. Upon determination by the
assessor that the applying homeowner is entitled to tax relief in
accordance with the provisions of section 12-170v and this section, the
assessor shall notify the homeowner and the municipal tax collector of
the approval of such application. The municipal tax collector shall
determine the maximum amount of the tax due with respect to such
homeowner's residence and thereafter the property tax with respect to
such homeowner's residence shall not exceed such amount. After a
taxpayer's claim for the first year has been filed and approved such
taxpayer shall file such an application biennially. In respect to such
application required after the filing and approval for the first year the
assessor in each municipality shall notify each such taxpayer concerning
application requirements by [regular] mail, or, at the taxpayer's option,
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921
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923
924
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927
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929
930
931
932

electronic mail, not later than February first of the assessment year in
which such taxpayer is required to reapply, [enclosing] providing a
copy of the required application form. Such taxpayer may submit such
application to the assessor, [by mail,] provided it is received by the
assessor not later than April fifteenth in the assessment year with
respect to which such tax relief is claimed. Not later than April thirtieth
of such year the assessor shall notify, by mail evidenced by a certificate
of mailing, any such taxpayer for whom such application was not
received by said April fifteenth concerning application requirements
and such taxpayer shall submit not later than May fifteenth such
application personally, or for reasonable cause, by a person acting on
behalf of such taxpayer as approved by the assessor.

933
934

Sec. 24. Section 12-170aa of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):

935
936
937
938
939
940
941
942
943

(a) There is established, for the assessment year commencing October
1, 1985, and each assessment year thereafter, a revised state program of
property tax relief for certain elderly homeowners as determined in
accordance with subsection (b) of this section, and additionally for the
assessment year commencing October 1, 1986, and each assessment year
thereafter, the property tax relief benefits of such program are made
available to certain homeowners who are permanently and totally
disabled as determined in accordance with said subsection (b) of this
section.

944
945
946
947
948
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(b) (1) The program established by this section shall provide for a
reduction in property tax, except in the case of benefits payable as a
grant under certain circumstances in accordance with provisions in
subsection (j) of this section, applicable to the assessed value of certain
real property, determined in accordance with subsection (c) of this
section, for any (A) owner of real property, including any owner of real
property held in trust for such owner, provided such owner or such
owner and such owner's spouse are the grantor and beneficiary of such
trust, (B) tenant for life or tenant for a term of years liable for property
tax under section 12-48, or (C) resident of a multiple-dwelling complex
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under certain contractual conditions as provided in said subsection (j)
of this section, who (i) at the close of the preceding calendar year has
attained age sixty-five or over, or whose spouse domiciled with such
homeowner, has attained age sixty-five or over at the close of the
preceding calendar year, or is fifty years of age or over and the surviving
spouse of a homeowner who at the time of his death had qualified and
was entitled to tax relief under this section, provided such spouse was
domiciled with such homeowner at the time of his death or (ii) at the
close of the preceding calendar year has not attained age sixty-five and
is eligible in accordance with applicable federal regulations to receive
permanent total disability benefits under Social Security, or has not been
engaged in employment covered by Social Security and accordingly has
not qualified for benefits thereunder but who has become qualified for
permanent total disability benefits under any federal, state or local
government retirement or disability plan, including the Railroad
Retirement Act and any government-related teacher's retirement plan,
determined by the Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management to
contain requirements in respect to qualification for such permanent total
disability benefits which are comparable to such requirements under
Social Security; and in addition to qualification under (i) or (ii) above,
whose taxable and nontaxable income, the total of which shall
hereinafter be called "qualifying income", in the tax year of such
homeowner ending immediately preceding the date of application for
benefits under the program in this section, was not in excess of sixteen
thousand two hundred dollars, if unmarried, or twenty thousand
dollars, jointly with spouse if married, subject to adjustments in
accordance with subdivision (2) of this subsection, evidence of which
income shall be required in the form of a signed affidavit to be submitted
to the assessor in the municipality in which application for benefits
under this section is filed. Such affidavit may be filed electronically, in
a manner prescribed by the assessor. The amount of any Medicaid
payments made on behalf of such homeowner or the spouse of such
homeowner shall not constitute income. The amount of tax reduction
provided under this section, determined in accordance with and subject
to the variable factors in the schedule of amounts of tax reduction in
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989
990
991
992
993
994
995
996
997
998
999
1000
1001
1002
1003

subsection (c) of this section, shall be allowed only with respect to a
residential dwelling owned by such qualified homeowner and used as
such homeowner's primary place of residence. If title to real property or
a tenancy interest liable for real property taxes is recorded in the name
of such qualified homeowner or his spouse making a claim and
qualifying under this section and any other person or persons, the
claimant hereunder shall be entitled to pay his fractional share of the tax
on such property calculated in accordance with the provisions of this
section, and such other person or persons shall pay his or their fractional
share of the tax without regard for the provisions of this section, unless
also qualified hereunder. For the purposes of this section, a "mobile
manufactured home", as defined in section 12-63a, or a dwelling on
leased land, including but not limited to a modular home, shall be
deemed to be real property and the word "taxes" shall not include
special assessments, interest and lien fees.

1004
1005
1006
1007
1008
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(2) The amounts of qualifying income as provided in this section shall
be adjusted annually in a uniform manner to reflect the annual inflation
adjustment in Social Security income, with each such adjustment of
qualifying income determined to the nearest one hundred dollars. Each
such adjustment of qualifying income shall be prepared by the Secretary
of the Office of Policy and Management in relation to the annual
inflation adjustment in Social Security, if any, becoming effective at any
time during the twelve-month period immediately preceding the first
day of October each year and the amount of such adjustment shall be
distributed to the assessors in each municipality not later than the thirtyfirst day of December next following.

1015
1016
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1019
1020
1021
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(3) For purposes of determining qualifying income under subdivision
(1) of this subsection with respect to a married homeowner who submits
an application for tax reduction in accordance with this section, the
Social Security income of the spouse of such homeowner shall not be
included in the qualifying income of such homeowner, for purposes of
determining eligibility for benefits under this section, if such spouse is
a resident of a health care or nursing home facility in this state receiving
payment related to such spouse under the Title XIX Medicaid program.
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1023
1024
1025
1026
1027
1028

An applicant who is legally separated pursuant to the provisions of
section 46b-40, as of the thirty-first day of December preceding the date
on which such person files an application for a grant in accordance with
subsection (a) of this section, may apply as an unmarried person and
shall be regarded as such for purposes of determining qualifying income
under said subsection.

1029
1030
1031

(c) The amount of reduction in property tax provided under this
section shall, subject to the provisions of subsection (d) of this section,
be determined in accordance with the following schedule:

T1

Qualifying Income

T2

Tax Reduction
As Percentage
Not Exceeding Of Property Tax

T3

Over

T4

Married Homeowners

T10

$
0
11,700
15,900
19,700
23,600
28,900

T11

Unmarried Homeowners

T12

$
0
11,700
15,900
19,700
23,600

T5
T6
T7
T8
T9

T13
T14
T15
T16

1032
1033
1034
1035
1036
1037

$11,700
15,900
19,700
23,600
28,900

$11,700
15,900
19,700
23,600

Tax Reduction
For Any Year
Maximum

Minimum

50%
40
30
20
10
None

$1,250
1,000
750
500
250

$400
350
250
150
150

40%
30
20
10
None

$1,000
750
500
250

$350
250
150
150

(d) Any homeowner qualified for tax reduction in accordance with
subsection (b) of this section in an amount to be determined under the
schedule of such tax reduction in subsection (c) of this section, shall in
no event receive less in tax reduction than the minimum amount of such
reduction applicable to the qualifying income of such homeowner
according to the schedule in said subsection (c).
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(e) Any claim for tax reduction under this section shall be submitted
for approval, on the application form prepared for such purpose by the
Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management, in the first year claim
for such tax relief is filed and biennially thereafter. Such application
form may be submitted by mail or electronic mail, in a manner
prescribed by the secretary. The amount of tax reduction approved shall
be applied to the real property tax payable by the homeowner for the
assessment year in which such application is submitted and approved.
If any such homeowner has qualified for tax reduction under this
section, the tax reduction determined shall, when possible, be applied
and prorated uniformly over the number of installments in which the
real property tax is due and payable to the municipality in which he
resides. In the case of any homeowner who is eligible for tax reduction
under this section as a result of increases in qualifying income, effective
with respect to the assessment year commencing October 1, 1987, under
the schedule of qualifying income and tax reduction in subsection (c) of
this section, exclusive of any such increases related to social security
adjustments in accordance with subsection (b) of this section, the total
amount of tax reduction to which such homeowner is entitled shall be
credited and uniformly prorated against property tax installment
payments applicable to such homeowner's residence which become due
after such homeowner's application for tax reduction under this section
is accepted. In the event that a homeowner has paid in full the amount
of property tax applicable to such homeowner's residence, regardless of
whether the municipality requires the payment of property taxes in one
or more installments, such municipality shall make payment to such
homeowner in the amount of the tax reduction allowed. The
municipality shall be reimbursed for the amount of such payment in
accordance with subsection (g) of this section. In respect to such
application required biennially after the filing and approval for the first
year, the tax assessor in each municipality shall notify each such
homeowner concerning application requirements by [regular] mail, or,
at such homeowner's option, electronic mail, not later than February
first, annually enclosing a copy of the required application form. Such
homeowner may submit such application to the assessor by mail or
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33

HB6641

File No. 547

1073
1074
1075
1076
1077
1078
1079
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1081
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1090
1091
1092
1093
1094
1095
1096
1097
1098
1099

electronic mail, in a manner prescribed by the assessor, provided it is
received by the assessor not later than April fifteenth in the assessment
year with respect to which such tax reduction is claimed. Not later than
April thirtieth of such year the assessor shall notify, by mail evidenced
by a certificate of mailing, any such homeowner for whom such
application was not received by said April fifteenth concerning
application requirements and such homeowner shall be required not
later than May fifteenth to submit such application personally or by
electronic mail, in a manner prescribed by the assessor, or, for
reasonable cause, by a person acting on behalf of such taxpayer as
approved by the assessor. In the year immediately following any year
in which such homeowner has submitted application and qualified for
tax reduction in accordance with this section, such homeowner shall be
presumed, without filing application therefor, to be qualified for tax
reduction in accordance with the schedule in subsection (c) of this
section in the same percentage of property tax as allowed in the year
immediately preceding. If any homeowner has qualified and received
tax reduction under this section and subsequently in any calendar year
has qualifying income in excess of the maximum described in this
section, such homeowner shall notify the tax assessor by mail or
electronic mail, in a manner prescribed by the assessor, on or before the
next filing date and shall be denied tax reduction under this section for
the assessment year and any subsequent year or until such homeowner
has reapplied and again qualified for benefits under this section. Any
such person who fails to so notify the tax assessor of his disqualification
shall refund all amounts of tax reduction improperly taken and be fined
not more than five hundred dollars.

1100
1101
1102
1103
1104
1105
1106
1107

(f) Any homeowner, believing such homeowner is entitled to tax
reduction benefits under this section for any assessment year, shall
make application as required in subsection (e) of this section, to the
assessor of the municipality in which the homeowner resides, for such
tax reduction at any time from February first to and including May
fifteenth of the year in which tax reduction is claimed. A homeowner
may make application to the secretary prior to August fifteenth of the
claim year for an extension of the application period. The secretary may
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1108
1109
1110
1111
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1128
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grant such extension in the case of extenuating circumstance due to
illness or incapacitation as evidenced by a certificate signed by a
physician or an advanced practice registered nurse to that extent, or if
the secretary determines there is good cause for doing so. Such
application for tax reduction benefits shall be submitted on a form
prescribed and furnished by the secretary to the assessor. In making
application the homeowner shall present to such assessor, in
substantiation of such homeowner's application, a copy of such
homeowner's federal income tax return, including a copy of the Social
Security statement of earnings for such homeowner, and that of such
homeowner's spouse, if filed separately, for such homeowner's taxable
year ending immediately prior to the submission of such application, or
if not required to file a return, such other evidence of qualifying income
in respect to such taxable year as may be required by the assessor. When
the assessor is satisfied that the applying homeowner is entitled to tax
reduction in accordance with this section, such assessor shall issue a
certificate of credit, in such form as the secretary may prescribe and
supply showing the amount of tax reduction allowed. A duplicate of
such certificate shall be delivered to the applicant and the tax collector
of the municipality and the assessor shall keep the fourth copy of such
certificate and a copy of the application. Any homeowner who, for the
purpose of obtaining a tax reduction under this section, wilfully fails to
disclose all matters related thereto or with intent to defraud makes false
statement shall refund all property tax credits improperly taken and
shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars. Applications filed
under this section shall not be open for public inspection.

1134
1135
1136
1137
1138
1139
1140
1141
1142

(g) On or before July first, annually, each municipality shall submit
to the secretary a claim for the tax reductions approved under this
section in relation to the assessment list of October first immediately
preceding. On or after December 1, 1987, any municipality that neglects
to transmit to the secretary the claim as required by this section shall
forfeit two hundred fifty dollars to the state, except that the secretary
may waive such forfeiture in accordance with procedures and standards
established by regulations adopted in accordance with chapter 54.
Subject to procedures for review and approval of such data pursuant to
HB6641 / File No. 547

35

HB6641

File No. 547

1143
1144
1145
1146
1147
1148
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1150
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1153
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section 12-120b, said secretary shall, on or before December fifteenth
next following, certify to the Comptroller the amount due each
municipality as reimbursement for loss of property tax revenue related
to the tax reductions allowed under this section, except that the
secretary may reduce the amount due as reimbursement under this
section by up to one hundred per cent for any municipality that is not
eligible for a grant under section 32-9s. The Comptroller shall draw an
order on the Treasurer on or before the fifth business day following
December fifteenth and the Treasurer shall pay the amount due each
municipality not later than the thirty-first day of December. Any
claimant aggrieved by the results of the secretary's review shall have the
rights of appeal as set forth in section 12-120b. The amount of the grant
payable to each municipality in any year in accordance with this section
shall be reduced proportionately in the event that the total of such grants
in such year exceeds the amount appropriated for the purposes of this
section with respect to such year.

1159
1160
1161
1162
1163
1164
1165
1166
1167
1168
1169

(h) Any person who is the owner of a residential dwelling on leased
land, including any such person who is a sublessee under terms of the
lease agreement applicable to such land, shall be entitled to claim tax
relief under the provisions of this section, subject to all requirements
therein except as provided in this subdivision, with respect to property
taxes paid by such person on the assessed value of such dwelling,
provided (1) the dwelling is such person's principal place of residence,
(2) such lease or sublease requires that such person as the lessee or
sublessee, whichever is applicable, pay all property taxes related to the
dwelling and (3) such lease or sublease is recorded in the land records
of the town.

1170
1171
1172
1173
1174
1175
1176

(i) If any person with respect to whom a claim for tax reduction in
accordance with this section has been approved for any assessment year
transfers, assigns, grants or otherwise conveys on or after the first day
of October but prior to the first day of August in such assessment year
the interest in real property to which such claim for tax credit is related,
regardless of whether such transfer, assignment, grant or conveyance is
voluntary or involuntary, the amount of such tax credit shall be a pro
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rata portion of the amount otherwise applicable in such assessment year
to be determined by a fraction the numerator of which shall be the
number of full months from the first day of October in such assessment
year to the date of such conveyance and the denominator of which shall
be twelve. If such conveyance occurs in the month of October the
grantor shall be disqualified for tax credit in such assessment year. The
grantee shall be required within a period not exceeding ten days
immediately following the date of such conveyance to notify the
assessor thereof by mail or electronic mail, in a manner prescribed by
the assessor, or in the absence of such notice, upon determination by the
assessor that such transfer, assignment, grant or conveyance has
occurred, the assessor shall (1) determine the amount of tax reduction to
which the grantor is entitled for such assessment year with respect to
the interest in real property conveyed and notify the tax collector of the
reduced amount of tax reduction applicable to such interest and (2)
notify the Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management on or before
the October first immediately following the end of the assessment year
in which such conveyance occurs of the reduction in such tax reduction
for purposes of a corresponding adjustment in the amount of state
payment to the municipality next following as reimbursement for the
revenue loss related to such tax reductions. On or after December 1,
1987, any municipality which neglects to transmit to the Secretary of the
Office of Policy and Management the claim as required by this section
shall forfeit two hundred fifty dollars to the state provided the secretary
may waive such forfeiture in accordance with procedures and standards
established by regulations adopted in accordance with chapter 54. Upon
receipt of such notice from the assessor, the tax collector shall, if such
notice is received after the tax due date in the municipality, within ten
days thereafter mail, [or] hand, or deliver by electronic mail, at the
grantee's option, a bill to the grantee stating the additional amount of
tax due as determined by the assessor. Such tax shall be due and payable
and collectible as other property taxes and subject to the same liens and
processes of collection, provided such tax shall be due and payable in
an initial or single installment not sooner than thirty days after the date
such bill is mailed or handed to the grantee and in equal amounts in any
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1212

remaining, regular installments as the same are due and payable.
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(j) (1) Notwithstanding the intent in subsections (a) to (i), inclusive,
of this section to provide for benefits in the form of property tax
reduction applicable to persons liable for payment of such property tax
and qualified in accordance with requirements related to age and
income as provided in subsection (b) of this section, a certain annual
benefit, determined in amount under the provisions of subsections (c)
and (d) of this section but payable in a manner as prescribed in this
subsection, shall be provided with respect to any person who (A) is
qualified in accordance with said requirements related to age and
income as provided in subsection (b) of this section, including
provisions concerning such person's spouse, and (B) is a resident of a
dwelling unit within a multiple-dwelling complex containing dwelling
units for occupancy by certain elderly persons under terms of a contract
between such resident and the owner of such complex, in accordance
with which contract such resident occupies a certain dwelling unit
subject to the express provision that such resident has no legal title,
interest or leasehold estate in the real or personal property of such
complex, and under the terms of which contract such resident agrees to
pay the owner of the complex a fee, as a condition precedent to
occupancy and a monthly or other such periodic fee thereafter as a
condition of continued occupancy. In no event shall any such resident
be qualified for benefits payable in accordance with this subsection if, as
determined by the assessor in the municipality in which such complex
is situated, such resident's contract with the owner of such complex, or
occupancy by such resident (i) confers upon such resident any
ownership interest in the dwelling unit occupied or in such complex, or
(ii) establishes a contract of lease of any type for the dwelling unit
occupied by such resident.

1241
1242
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1244
1245

(2) The amount of annual benefit payable in accordance with this
subsection to any such resident, qualified as provided in subdivision (1)
of this subsection, shall be determined in relation to an assumed amount
of property tax liability applicable to the assessed value for the dwelling
unit which such resident occupies, as determined by the assessor in the
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municipality in which such complex is situated. Annually, not later than
the first day of June, the assessor in such municipality, upon receipt of
an application for such benefit submitted in accordance with this
subsection by mail or electronic mail, in a manner prescribed by the
assessor, by any such resident, shall determine, with respect to the
assessment list in such municipality for the assessment year
commencing October first immediately preceding, the portion of the
assessed value of the entire complex, as included in such assessment list,
attributable to the dwelling unit occupied by such resident. The
assumed property tax liability for purposes of this subsection shall be
the product of such assessed value and the mill rate in such municipality
as determined for purposes of property tax imposed on said assessment
list for the assessment year commencing October first immediately
preceding. The amount of benefit to which such resident shall be
entitled for such assessment year shall be equivalent to the amount of
tax reduction for which such resident would qualify, considering such
assumed property tax liability to be the actual property tax applicable
to such resident's dwelling unit and such resident as liable for the
payment of such tax, in accordance with the schedule of qualifying
income and tax reduction as provided in subsection (c) of this section,
subject to provisions concerning maximum allowable benefit for any
assessment year under subsections (c) and (d) of this section. The
amount of benefit as determined for such resident in respect to any
assessment year shall be payable by the state as a grant to such resident
equivalent to the amount of property tax reduction to which such
resident would be entitled under subsections (a) to (i), inclusive, of this
section if such resident were the owner of such dwelling unit and
qualified for tax reduction benefits under said subsections (a) to (i),
inclusive.
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(3) Any such resident entitled to a grant as provided in subdivision
(2) of this subsection shall be required to submit an application to the
assessor in the municipality in which such resident resides for such
grant [to] by mail or electronic mail, in a manner prescribed by the
assessor [in the municipality in which such resident resides] at any time
from February first to and including the fifteenth day of May in the year
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in which such grant is claimed, on a form prescribed and furnished for
such purpose by the Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management.
Any such resident submitting an application for such grant shall be
required to present to the assessor, in substantiation of such application,
a copy of such resident's federal income tax return, and if not required
to file a federal income tax return, such other evidence of qualifying
income, receipts for money received or cancelled checks, or copies
thereof, and any other evidence the assessor may require. Not later than
the first day of July in such year, the assessor shall submit to the
Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management (A) a copy of the
application prepared by such resident, together with such resident's
federal income tax return, if required to file such a return, and any other
information submitted in relation thereto, (B) determinations of the
assessor concerning the assessed value of the dwelling unit in such
complex occupied by such resident, and (C) the amount of such grant
approved by the assessor. Said secretary, upon approving such grant,
shall certify the amount thereof and not later than the fifteenth day of
September immediately following submit approval for payment of such
grant to the State Comptroller. Not later than five business days
immediately following receipt of such approval for payment, the State
Comptroller shall draw his or her order upon the State Treasurer and
the Treasurer shall pay the amount of the grant to such resident not later
than the first day of October immediately following.

1304
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(k) If the Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management makes any
adjustments to the grants for tax reductions or assumed amounts of
property tax liability claimed under this section subsequent to the
Comptroller the payment of said grants in any year, the amount of such
adjustment shall be reflected in the next payment the Treasurer shall
make to such municipality pursuant to this section.

1310
1311

Sec. 25. Section 12-170cc of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):

1312
1313

Any person aggrieved by the action of the assessor or assessors in
fixing the amount of a credit under subsection (f) of section 12-170aa, as
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amended by this act, or in disapproving the claim therefor may appeal
to the Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management, in writing or
by electronic mail, in a manner prescribed by the secretary, within thirty
business days from the date of notice given to such person by the
assessor or assessors, giving notice of such grievance. The secretary shall
promptly consider such notice and may grant or deny the relief
requested, provided such decision shall be made not later than thirty
business days after the receipt of such notice. If the relief is denied, the
applicant shall be notified forthwith and may appeal the decision of the
secretary in accordance with the provisions of section 12-120b.

1324
1325
1326

Sec. 26. Subsection (a) of section 29-263 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October
1, 2021):

1327
1328
1329
1330
1331
1332
1333
1334
1335
1336
1337
1338
1339
1340
1341
1342
1343
1344
1345
1346
1347

(a) Except as provided in subsection (h) of section 29-252a and the
State Building Code adopted pursuant to subsection (a) of section 29252, after October 1, 1970, no building or structure shall be constructed
or altered until an application has been filed with the building official
and a permit issued. Such application shall be filed in person, by mail or
electronic mail, in a manner prescribed by the building official. Such
permit shall be issued or refused, in whole or in part, within thirty days
after the date of an application. No permit shall be issued except upon
application of the owner of the premises affected or the owner's
authorized agent. No permit shall be issued to a contractor who is
required to be registered pursuant to chapter 400, for work to be
performed by such contractor, unless the name, business address and
Department of Consumer Protection registration number of such
contractor is clearly marked on the application for the permit, and the
contractor has presented such contractor's certificate of registration as a
home improvement contractor. Prior to the issuance of a permit and
within said thirty-day period, the building official shall review the plans
of buildings or structures to be constructed or altered, including, but not
limited to, plans prepared by an architect licensed pursuant to chapter
390, a professional engineer licensed pursuant to chapter 391 or an
interior designer registered pursuant to chapter 396a acting within the
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1348
1349
1350
1351
1352
1353

scope of such license or registration, to determine their compliance with
the requirements of the State Building Code and, where applicable, the
local fire marshal shall review such plans to determine their compliance
with the Fire Safety Code. Such plans submitted for review shall be in
substantial compliance with the provisions of the State Building Code
and, where applicable, with the provisions of the Fire Safety Code.

1354
1355

Sec. 27. Section 29-264 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):

1356
1357
1358
1359
1360
1361
1362
1363
1364
1365
1366
1367

The State Building Inspector may, upon application by a builder
setting forth that a set of plans and specifications will be utilized in more
than one municipality to acquire building permits, review and approve
any set of plans and specifications for the construction or erection of any
building or structure designed to provide dwelling space for not more
than two families if such set of plans and specifications meet the
requirements of the State Building Code. Any building official shall
issue a building permit upon application by a builder and presentation
to him of such a set of plans and specifications bearing the approval of
the State Building Inspector if all other local ordinances are complied
with. Such application may be delivered in person, by mail or electronic
mail, in a manner prescribed by the building official.

1368
1369

Sec. 28. Section 29-266 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2021):

1370
1371
1372
1373
1374

(a) A board of appeals shall be appointed by each municipality. Such
board shall consist of five members, all of whom shall meet the
qualifications set forth in the State Building Code. A member of a board
of appeals of one municipality may also be a member of the board of
appeals of another municipality.

1375
1376
1377
1378
1379

(b) When the building official rejects or refuses to approve the mode
or manner of construction proposed to be followed or the materials to
be used in the erection or alteration of a building or structure, or when
it is claimed that the provisions of the code do not apply or that an
equally good or more desirable form of construction can be employed
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1380
1381
1382
1383
1384
1385
1386
1387
1388
1389
1390
1391
1392
1393
1394
1395
1396
1397
1398
1399
1400
1401
1402
1403
1404
1405
1406
1407
1408

in a specific case, or when it is claimed that the true intent and meaning
of the code and regulations have been misconstrued or wrongly
interpreted, or when the building official issues a written order under
subsection (c) of section 29-261, the owner of such building or structure,
whether already erected or to be erected, or his authorized agent may
appeal in writing or by electronic mail, in a manner prescribed by the
board of appeals, from the decision of the building official to the board
of appeals. When a person other than such owner claims to be aggrieved
by any decision of the building official, such person or his authorized
agent may appeal, in writing or by electronic mail, in a manner
prescribed by the board of appeals, from the decision of the building
official to the board of appeals, and before determining the merits of
such appeal the board of appeals shall first determine whether such
person has a right to appeal. Upon receipt of an appeal from an owner
or his representative or approval of an appeal by a person other than the
owner, the chairman of the board of appeals shall appoint a panel of not
less than three members of such board to hear such appeal. Such appeal
shall be heard in the municipality for which the building official serves
within five days, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays,
after the date of receipt of such appeal. Such panel shall render a
decision upon the appeal and file the same with the building official
from whom such appeal has been taken not later than five days,
exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays, following the day
of the hearing thereon. A copy of such decision shall be mailed, prior to
such filing, to the party taking such appeal. Any person aggrieved by
the decision of a panel may appeal to the Codes and Standards
Committee within fourteen days after the filing of the decision with the
building official. Any determination made by the local panel shall be
subject to review de novo by said committee.

1409
1410
1411
1412
1413
1414

(c) If, at the time that a building official makes a decision under
subsection (b) of this section, there is no board of appeals for the
municipality in which the building official serves, a person who claims
to be aggrieved by such decision may submit an appeal [, in writing,] to
the chief executive officer of such municipality. Such appeal may be
made in writing or by electronic mail, in a manner prescribed by the
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1415
1416
1417
1418
1419
1420
1421
1422
1423
1424
1425
1426
1427

chief executive officer. If, within five days, exclusive of Saturdays,
Sundays and legal holidays, after the date of receipt of such appeal by
such officer, the municipality fails to appoint a board of appeals from
among either its own residents or residents of other municipalities, such
officer shall file a notice of such failure with the building official from
whom the appeal has been taken and, prior to such filing, mail a copy
of the notice to the person taking the appeal. Such person may appeal
the decision of the building official to the Codes and Standards
Committee within fourteen days after the filing of such notice with the
building official. If the municipality succeeds in appointing a board of
appeals, the chief executive officer of the municipality shall immediately
transmit the written appeal to such board, which shall review the appeal
in accordance with the provisions of subsection (b) of this section.

1428
1429
1430

(d) Any person aggrieved by any ruling of the Codes and Standards
Committee may appeal to the superior court for the judicial district
where such building or structure has been or is being erected.

1431
1432
1433

Sec. 29. Subsection (a) of section 32-37 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October
1, 2021):

1434
1435
1436
1437
1438
1439
1440
1441
1442
1443
1444
1445
1446

(a) The powers of the corporation shall be vested in and exercised by
the board of directors. Eight members of the board shall constitute a
quorum and the affirmative vote of a majority of the members present
at a meeting of the board shall be necessary and sufficient for any action
taken by the board. No vacancy in the membership of the board shall
impair the right of a quorum to exercise all the rights and perform all
the duties of the board. Any action taken by the board may be
authorized by resolution at any regular or special meeting and shall take
effect immediately unless otherwise provided in the resolution. Notice
of any regular meeting shall be given in writing, by telephone or orally,
not less than forty-eight hours prior to the meeting. Notice of any special
meeting shall be given in accordance with subsection [(d)] (e) of section
1-225, as amended by this act.
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This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:
Section 1
Sec. 2
Sec. 3
Sec. 4
Sec. 5
Sec. 6
Sec. 7
Sec. 8
Sec. 9
Sec. 10
Sec. 11
Sec. 12
Sec. 13
Sec. 14
Sec. 15
Sec. 16
Sec. 17
Sec. 18
Sec. 19
Sec. 20
Sec. 21
Sec. 22
Sec. 23
Sec. 24
Sec. 25
Sec. 26
Sec. 27
Sec. 28
Sec. 29
PD

October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021
October 1, 2021

1-2
1-225
7-1
7-6
7-34a
7-51a
New section
7-148j
7-148k
7-148bb
7-148ii
7-152b
7-245
7-255
7-257
7-344
8-2a
12-111
12-113
12-117
12-170f(a)
12-170g
12-170w(a)
12-170aa
12-170cc
29-263(a)
29-264
29-266
32-37(a)

Joint Favorable

HB6641 / File No. 547

45

HB6641

File No. 547

The following Fiscal Impact Statement and Bill Analysis are prepared for the benefit of the members of
the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and explanation and do not
represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber thereof for any purpose. In general,
fiscal impacts are based upon a variety of informational sources, including the analyst’s professional
knowledge. Whenever applicable, agency data is consulted as part of the analysis, however final
products do not necessarily reflect an assessment from any specific department.

OFA Fiscal Note
State Impact: None
Municipal Impact:
Municipalities
Various Municipalities
Various Municipalities

Effect
Potential
Cost
Savings

FY 22 $
See Below

FY 23 $
See Below

See Below

See Below

Explanation
The bill requires that town clerks provide a website to accept online
payments for certain fees, allows municipalities to post certain notices
online instead of in local newspapers, and permits municipalities and
state agencies to provide electronic access to public meetings.
There is a cost to municipalities to providing websites for online
payment of fees to the extent that they do not already have the capability
to do so. There is also a savings from permitting municipalities to post
certain notices on their website instead of in local newspapers.
As the bill allows, rather than requires, state agencies and
municipalities to provide electronic access to public meetings, the bill is
not anticipated to result in increased expenses for information
technology or software licensing above each entity's current capacity.
The Out Years
The annualized ongoing fiscal impact identified above would
continue into the future subject to costs otherwise borne from posting
notices in local newspapers, and municipal capacity to provide online
payments.
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OLR Bill Analysis
HB 6641
AN ACT CONCERNING THE REMOTE AND ONLINE PROVISION OF
MUNICIPAL SERVICES.
SUMMARY
This bill makes numerous changes allowing municipal entities and
other public agencies to conduct business electronically. Generally, the
changes allow specified (1) notices and applications to be sent
electronically and (2) hearings or meetings to be held using electronic
equipment (§§ 7-15 & 17-28).
The bill also allows public agencies to hold meetings remotely under
the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) through conference call,
videoconference, or other technology (§§ 2 & 29). It specifically allows
municipalities to hold town meetings and budget adoption proceedings
using electronic equipment (§§ 3-4 & 16).
The bill allows towns, cities, and boroughs, whenever they are
required by the law or a charter to advertise a legal notice in a
newspaper, to instead post the notice on their websites. It similarly
allows town, city, borough, and district clerks, wherever they are
required by the law or a charter to file a notice, to instead post the notice
on their websites (§ 1).
Additionally, the bill requires town clerks to designate a website for
paying recording fees (e.g., recording documents on the land records)
and accept payments for these fees through the website in a manner they
prescribe. It similarly imposes these requirements on registrars of vital
statistics for vital records fees (e.g., birth certificates) (§§ 5 & 6).
(Typically, the town clerk serves as the registrar of vital statistics.)
Lastly, the bill makes technical and conforming changes.
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EFFECTIVE DATE: October 1, 2021
§§ 2 & 29 — FOIA
Conducting Meetings
Under current law, FOIA’s definition of “meeting” includes those
held by electronic equipment, but it does not explicitly authorize, or
establish procedures for, telephone or other remotely held meetings (see
BACKGROUND).
The bill explicitly allows meetings to be held under FOIA using
electronic equipment or simultaneously in-person and using electronic
equipment. (Presumably, they can also hold in-person meetings.) It
requires that meetings held using either of these methods provide
opportunity for comment or testimony, voting, or other participation, as
applicable. Additionally, it requires meeting participants (both agency
members and the public) to state their name and title (if applicable) each
time before speaking in a meeting conducted using electronic
equipment.
Under the bill, "electronic equipment" means any technology
facilitating real-time public access to and participation in meetings,
including telephone, video, or other conferencing platforms.
Meeting Minutes
Under existing law, FOIA requires (1) public agencies to make
meeting minutes available in the agency's office within seven days after
the meeting and (2) public agencies, other than those of political
subdivisions (e.g., municipalities), to post meeting minutes on their
websites within this timeframe. The bill extends both of these
requirements (and the exception to the website positing requirement) to
any audio or video recording or transcript of a meeting. (However, the
bill does not require agencies to record or transcribe meetings.)
Agendas for Regular Meetings
Under current law, FOIA requires state agencies to post agendas for
regular meetings on their websites at least 24 hours before the meeting
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but it does not apply this requirement to political subdivisions. The bill
instead requires all public agencies to post their meeting agendas on
their websites. Under the bill, regular meeting agendas must also
include instructions for the public to (1) attend the meeting in person or
electronically and (2) comment, vote, or otherwise participate, as
applicable.
Notices of a Special Meeting
The bill similarly requires that the above instructions for meeting
attendance and participation be included in any notice of a special
meeting. (A special meeting is one held to consider business that (1) was
unforeseen when scheduling regular meetings and (2) should be
addressed before the next regular meeting.)
The bill allows notices of a special meeting to be electronically sent to
a public agency's members rather than delivered to their homes as
current law requires. Current law also allows members to waive
delivery of the notice by filing a written waiver with the agency's clerk
or secretary. The bill allows members to submit these waivers
electronically.
§§ 3-4 & 16 — TOWN MEETINGS AND BOARD OF FINANCE
PROCEEDINGS
The bill allows town meetings to be held under FOIA using electronic
equipment or simultaneously in-person and using electronic
equipment. (Presumably, they may also be held in-person). It requires
that meetings held using either of these methods provide opportunity
for comment or testimony, voting, or other participation, as applicable.
Presumably, the bill's provisions allowing voting through electronic
equipment apply only to votes taken at the town meeting itself and do
not extend to votes taken at an adjourned town meeting (i.e., a
referendum).
The bill also allows municipal boards of finance to hold specified
meetings and hearings using electronic equipment or simultaneously in
person and using electronic equipment. It applies to (1) public hearings
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on the proposed annual budget, (2) the board's meeting at which it votes
on a recommended budget, and (3) the board's meeting to lay a tax on
the grand list. (It also appears to apply to the town meeting at which the
budget is voted on.)
As with town meetings, the bill requires boards of finance holding
hearings or meeting using electronic equipment to provide opportunity
for comment or testimony, voting, or other participation, as applicable.
§§ 7-15 & 17-28 — ELECTRONIC TRANSACTIONS BY MUNICIPAL
PROGRAMS AND ENTITIES
The bill makes numerous changes allowing municipal entities or
programs to conduct business or otherwise operate using electronic
means, as shown in Table 1. Generally, the changes allow specified (1)
notices and applications to be sent electronically and (2) hearings or
meetings to be held using electronic equipment.
The bill defines "electronic equipment" for these purposes as any
technology facilitating real-time communication between two or more
individuals, including telephone, video, or other conferencing
platforms.
Table 1: Electronic Transactions Authorized by Bill
§

Municipal
Entity or
Program

Action

8-9

Discriminatory Hearing on alleged
practices
discriminatory practice
board

Allows hearing to be
conducted by electronic
equipment

10

Municipal
revenuesharing
agreements

Opportunity for public
participation in the negotiations
between the municipalities

Specifies that public
participation may be in
person, writing, or by
electronic equipment

11

Foreclosed
residential
property
registration

Registration with municipal clerk Allows registration to be
of a residential property on which completed electronically in a
a plaintiff commences a
manner the clerk prescribes
foreclosure action
Notice to clerk by plaintiff of any
change in the registration
information
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50

HB6641

12

Parking
violation
hearings
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Registration with clerk of a
residential property by the
person to whom title vests in a
foreclosure action (or registration
update if the person is the
plaintiff in the action)

Allows registration or update
to be sent by email

Notice to clerk by registrant of
any change in the registration
information

Allows registrant to provide
this information by email

Notice to vehicle owner or
operator of fines, penalties,
costs, or fees for alleged parking
violations

Allows notice to be sent to the
owner's or operator's email
address if known

Request by owner or operator for Allows owners and operators
a hearing before a parking
to make this request by email
violation hearing officer

1315

Municipal
water
pollution
control
authority

Hearing

Allows hearing to be held in
person or by electronic
equipment

Public hearing on sewerage
system connection and use
charges

Allows hearing to be
conducted by electronic
equipment
Requires that hearing notice
be published on municipality's
website, rather than in a
newspaper as current law
requires

Charges that are finalized or
revised after the public hearing

Requires that copy of the
charges be published on
municipality's website, rather
than in a newspaper as
current law requires (the bill
retains existing law's
requirement that it also be
filed in the municipal clerk's
office)

Public hearings on orders issued
to building owners to (1) connect
the building to an available
sewerage system or (2)
construct and connect the
building to an alternative sewage
treatment system

Allows hearing to be
conducted by electronic
equipment
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17

Local land
use boards

Subdivision or zoning regulations Requires board to publish
adopted by board
regulations on its website, in
addition to making printed
copies available at a
reasonable price as existing
law requires

1819

Boards of
assessment
appeals

Appeals to board by taxpayers
aggrieved by a municipal
assessor's actions

Allows taxpayers to file
appeals by email in a manner
the board prescribes

Board may meet to reduce a
taxpayer's assessment

Allows boards to hold these
hearings and meetings using
electronic equipment

The taxpayer, or the taxpayer's
attorney or agent, must appear
at a hearing before the board
before it can reduce the
assessment
20

2122

23

Tax
assessors
and boards of
assessment
appeals

Renters’
Rebate
program

Property tax
freeze for
seniors

Deems the taxpayer, attorney,
or agent to have appeared at
the hearing if he or she
attends using electronic
equipment

Notice to Office of Policy and
Management (OPM) of deadline
extensions to assessors' or
boards' duties granted by the
municipal chief executive officer

Allows notice to be provided
by email in a manner the
OPM secretary prescribes

Request by municipality to OPM
for a revaluation delay

Eliminates requirement that
supporting information
provided by board of
assessment appeals and chief
executive officer be in writing

Notice to taxpayers of
assessment increases in
municipalities for which OPM
authorizes a revaluation delay

Allows notice to be sent by
email

Rebate applications filed with
municipal assessor

Allows applications to be filed
electronically in a manner the
OPM secretary prescribes

Appeals filed with OPM by
persons aggrieved by assessor's
decision

Allows appeals to be filed
electronically in a manner the
secretary prescribes

Program applications

Requires that applications be
made in writing or
electronically in a manner the
municipal assessor prescribes

Applicants' income tax returns

Allows taxpayers to present
an electronic copy of the
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return

2425

2627

Property tax
circuit breaker
for seniors
and
homeowners
with
disabilities

Municipal
building
permits

Municipal

Biennial notice by municipal
assessor to program participants
of reapplication requirements (by
law, program participants must
reapply to the program
biennially)

Allows assessors to provide
notice electronically at the
taxpayer's option

Affidavit filed with municipal
assessor stating applicant’s
income

Allows affidavit to be filed
electronically in a manner the
assessor prescribes

Program application

Allows application to be
submitted by email in a
manner the OPM secretary or
municipal assessor (as
applicable) prescribes

Biennial notice by municipal
assessor to program participants
of reapplication requirements (by
law, program participants must
reapply to the program
biennially)

Allows assessors to provide
notice electronically at the
taxpayer's option

Notice by grantee to municipal
assessor of a property transfer
by a grantor who was previously
approved for the circuit breaker

Allows grantee to provide
notice by email in a manner
the assessor prescribes

Notice by tax collector to grantee
of any additional tax due

Allows tax collector to provide
notice by email at the
grantee's option

Application to assessor for a
grant in lieu of a property tax
reduction

Allows applicant to submit
application by email in a
manner the assessor
prescribes

Appeal to the OPM secretary by
a person aggrieved by an
assessor's decision

Allows person to appeal by
email in a manner the
secretary prescribes

Permit application

Requires that applications be
filed in person, by mail, or by
email, in a manner the
building official prescribes

Permit applications containing
plans and specifications
previously approved by the state
building inspector

Allows applications to be filed
in person, by mail, or by
email, in a manner the
building official prescribes

Appeals filed with municipal

Allows appeals by email in a
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board of appeals by persons
aggrieved by the building
official's decision

manner the board prescribes

Appeals filed with municipal chief Allows appeals by email in a
executive officer when there is
manner the chief executive
no board of appeals
officer prescribes

BACKGROUND
Related Bills
sHB 6651, sSB 183 (File 441), and sSB 1074, reported favorably by the
Government Administration and Elections Committee, authorize
remote meetings under similar conditions as those in the bill.
sHB 6448, reported favorably by the Planning and Development
Committee, authorizes remote meetings while also requiring agencies
to make their meetings (including in-person meetings) accessible to the
public through electronic equipment.
Telephone Meetings Under FOIA
Although FOIA currently does not explicitly authorize telephone or
other remotely held meetings, its definition of "meeting" includes those
held by electronic equipment (CGS § 1-200(2)).
In its only advisory opinion on the subject, the Freedom of
Information Commission (FOIC) advised that public agencies
conducting business over the phone must comply with FOIA’s open
meeting requirements. According to FOIC, agencies must make sure
that the public has “access to the entire proceedings taking place during
the course of a meeting.”
Specifically, the commission advised that the meeting must comply
with at least the following:
1. members of the public who want to attend the meeting must be
accommodated at a place where the greatest number of
participating agency members are located;
2. people attending the meeting, including members of the public,
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must be able to see and inspect copies of any physical or
demonstrable materials presented or used; and
3. all those attending the meeting, at whatever location, must be
able to hear and identify adequately all participants in the
proceedings, including individual remarks and votes (Advisory
Opinion 41, 1980).
COMMITTEE ACTION
Planning and Development Committee
Joint Favorable
Yea
17
Nay
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