Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) Act
Connecticut Public Act 15-80
Summary: PA 15-80 requires the state treasurer to (1) establish a federally qualified Achieving a Better Life Experience
(ABLE) program and (2) administer individual ABLE accounts. The program must encourage and help eligible individuals
and families save private funds to pay for qualifying expenses related to disability or blindness. To run the program, the
act establishes the Connecticut ABLE Trust to receive and hold funds intended for ABLE accounts. It generally exempts
money in the trust and interest earnings on it from state and local taxation. Under the act, funds invested in or
distributed from an ABLE account must be disregarded when determining an individual's eligibility for assistance under
federally funded assistance or benefit programs. The act also prohibits the state's public colleges and universities from
considering funds invested in ABLE accounts when determining eligibility for need-based institutional aid.
Dear Sir or Madam & members of the Appropriations Committee:
With the new legislative session under way, I'd like to put this on your plate. Connecticut remains one of only a handful
of states that hasn't implemented its own ABLE Plan (529a plan). Please fight for those who can't fight for themselves
and fund this program!
Last I knew, André Bumgardner, Outreach Coordinator for The Office of the State Treasurer was given the charge by
State Treasurer Shawn Wooden to implement a program in 2019.
Here's the most recent information I can find on the Treasurer's website (from the 2108 year-end report);
" Status of Connecticut’s ABLE Program
During Fiscal Year 2018, the Office of the Treasurer and the ABLE Advisory Committee met to consider various options
for structuring Connecticut’s program, including an evaluation of responses to a request for information issued in April
of 2017 for partnership with another state-sponsored plan. In October of 2017, the State of Oregon was named the
preferred partner, and the Office of the Treasurer commenced contract negotiations soon thereafter.
Connecticut sought to negotiate agreements with Oregon’s ABLE program administrator, a challenging endeavor given
that no funds have been appropriated by the General Assembly to establish a Connecticut ABLE program. This funding
challenge proved insurmountable, given that the Treasurer, as trustee of ABLE, bears a fiduciary responsibility to
evaluate the program’s investment options on behalf of Connecticut residents and would need resources in order to
conduct this evaluation.
Consequently, Connecticut’s ABLE Trust has not yet been formally established. There are no ABLE accounts within the
Trust, there have been no contributions made or accepted and, as a result, no distributions. Connecticut residents may,
however, open ABLE accounts with a program sponsored by another state."
Sincerely,
Brian P. Mulroy
6 Green Woods Ln
Unionville, CT 06085
bpmulroy@gmail.com

