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Energy & Technology Committee  
Public Hearing of March 5, 2020 
 
House Bill No. 5008 (Governor’s Bill) – AN ACT CONCERNING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF HIGH 
PERFORMANCE GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS FOR VOLUNTARY ADOPTION BY 
MUNICIPALITIES  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on behalf of the National Audubon Society 
through its affiliate state office, Audubon Connecticut.  The National Audubon Society protects 
birds and the places they need, today and tomorrow, throughout the Americas using science, 
bipartisan advocacy, education, and on-the-ground conservation.  Our conservation network 
extends statewide and includes nearly 30,000 members, five Connecticut chapters, and many partners 
along the Atlantic Flyway. 

  
Through our conservation programs focused on Coasts, Community Conservation, Healthy 
Forests, and Climate, we are working to preserve habitat and protect bird species that are of 
state, national, and global concern—like the Piping Plover, Wood Thrush, and Marsh Sparrow.  
It begins with birds, but our mission connects people to a much wider range of issues such as 
building a more resilient Long Island Sound, restoring a healthier, natural balance to urban 
places by bringing back green habitats, managing our forests and wetlands to sequester carbon, 
reducing pesticide use, and promoting land conservation.  Our goal is to reduce the impact of 
global climate change on birds, wildlife, and people. 
 
House Bill No. 5008 (Section 1): 
House Bill 5008 seeks to establish stretch building codes that towns may voluntarily adopt.  
Under the Governor’s Bill, the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection is directed 
to develop high-performance standard that are cost-effective and address the nearly 40 
percent of greenhouse gas emissions that come from our buildings.  We ask that this effort add 
a provision to include bird-friendly building design. 
 
Thus, we are asking that the Energy and Technology Committee re-examine language in section 
1 of the Governor’s Bill (Lines 51 to 60) to include a set of standards for bird friendly building 
design: 
 

(b) Not later than January 1, [2020] 2021, the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental 
Protection, in consultation with the Commissioner of Administrative Services, shall adopt 
regulations, in accordance with the provisions of chapter 54, to adopt (1) state building 
construction standards, [that (1) are] and (2) residential and commercial building construction 
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standards that may be adopted by municipalities. Each set of such standards shall be (A) based 
on a nationally recognized model for sustainable construction codes that promotes the 
construction of high performance green buildings that have reduced emissions, have 
enhanced building occupant health and comfort, are designed to conserve water resources, 
are designed to promote sustainable and regenerative materials cycles and provide enhanced 
resilience to natural, technological and human-caused hazards including a set of standards 
governing bird-friendly building design, and [(2)] (B) include a standard for inclusion of 
electric vehicle charging stations, and thereafter update such regulations as the Commissioner 
of Energy and Environmental Protection deems necessary.  

 
Recently, New York City enacted a new law that requires new construction and major renovations to 
install materials that are visible to birds, such as dotted patterns, tints, or glazing on glass and windows. 
Specifically, the NYC law requires that at least 90 percent of the exterior of a building’s first 75 feet be 
constructed with bird-friendly materials. Other cities including San Francisco and Oakland have adopted 
similar regulations to mitigate bird injuries and deaths from collisions. 
 
NYC Audubon estimates that 90,000 to 230,000 birds are killed every year from flying into the city’s 
buildings. Windows and other glass are especially dangerous for birds, which often mistake the 
reflective surfaces for sky or vegetation and, as a result, fly straight into the buildings.  Connecticut also 
experiences this type of phenomenon. 
 
NYC worked with the American Institute of Architects New York in developing the law. “The materials 
and techniques that prevent bird collisions are already commonly used for a variety of reasons in our 
buildings; this legislation mandates their use in ways that also protect birds in cost effective ways,” said 
Benjamin Prosky, executive director of American Institute of Architects New York. “AIANY and its 
members are proud to have fought for this commonsense bill.” 
 
Below are a few other links to this issue: 
https://www.audubon.org/news/new-york-city-passes-landmark-bill-make-more-buildings-bird-friendly 
 
https://www.audubon.org/news/millions-migratory-birds-catch-break-nyc-passes-bird-friendly-building-
law 
 
We applaud the Governor’s efforts to fight against climate change by giving municipalities an 
opportunity to adopt a standardized high-performance building standard that lowers the environmental 
impact of buildings.  Adding bird-friendly building standards just makes common sense. 
 

We invite you to take a look at our ‘Birds & Climate Visualizer’ (this is the main landing page - scroll 
down to find the visualizer) - which allows the user to query by zip code to see which impacts 
from climate change are predicted for your area, and how birds near you will be affected. 
 
In closing, the National Audubon Society relies upon the enormous generosity of our members 
and donors to keep our mission going.  As a 501(c) not for profit entity the National Audubon 
Society manages many properties in Connecticut.  We make these properties available to the 
public so that both residents and visitors alike can enjoy birds and an open space experience.  
These are Connecticut eco-tourism experiences where we provide natural resource and 

https://sfplanning.org/standards-bird-safe-buildings
https://goldengateaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/Oakland-Bird-Safety-Measures.pdf
https://www.audubon.org/news/new-york-city-passes-landmark-bill-make-more-buildings-bird-friendly
https://www.audubon.org/news/millions-migratory-birds-catch-break-nyc-passes-bird-friendly-building-law
https://www.audubon.org/news/millions-migratory-birds-catch-break-nyc-passes-bird-friendly-building-law
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.audubon.org_climate_survivalbydegrees%26d%3DDwMFAg%26c%3DL93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0%26r%3DPgN5lQFlVDcQCwBbh9xSL0EViu4JSukpB50t3JX0jjM%26m%3DPow-kI72g60lSNXAjDA0-Ns6-eA0kQLDfWhbjYeAnG8%26s%3DXzfuQbOW1mBFC-NVthdIig7GYRImzrnaw0cWdJZWUGM%26e%3D&data=02%7C01%7Crobert.lafrance%40audubon.org%7C11484677904742a1d6ed08d7589b37c5%7C9c32b1b1b0c8422db7a7859d1beca523%7C0%7C0%7C637075295993230767&sdata=8ncaEqTxqsoOnA7snVDKOyQWCb%2FWzNqikgA9Rk3gTEU%3D&reserved=0
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conservation education.  The link below provides additional information about our centers, 
sanctuaries, properties and programs.http://ct.audubon.org/about-us/centers-sancturies-and-
chapters . 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony on this proposal. Should you have any 
questions, please contact Robert LaFrance, Director of Policy, Audubon Connecticut, National 
Audubon Society, at Robert.LaFrance@Audubon.org  (Phone 203.405.0655) 
 

http://ct.audubon.org/about-us/centers-sancturies-and-chapters
http://ct.audubon.org/about-us/centers-sancturies-and-chapters
mailto:Robert.LaFrance@Audubon.org

